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Art. |. The Enemies of the Cross. 


“Many w alk, of whom IT have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of 
the Cross of Christ; whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, 
who mind earthly things."’-—Philip iii. 18, 19. 


“Te cross of Christ” is a common phrase, whereby the Spirit of in- 
spiration expresses all that belongs, either in point of doctrine or in point of 
effect, to the extraordinary transaction of onr Redeemer’s death. To 
die was the immediate object of his incarnation, and the exhibition of his 
death, in its nature, design, and results, is the method by which the wis- 
dom of Heaven accomplishes the salvation of innumerable multitudes of 
our race, and the triumphs of holiness throughout the earth at the same 
time. When we read, therefore, of the “preaching of the cross,” of 
“preaching Christ crucified,” of “suffering persecution for the cross of 
Christ,” and of “glorying in the cross of Christ,” the terms involve the 
whole of the Saviour’s mediatorial work. And when men are pronounced 
“enemies of the cross of Christ,” the meaning is, they are hostile to every 
purpose for which the Son of God came into our world, and suffered and ’ 
died. 

In this way, a charge is advanced of special emphasis and solemnity. 
The nature and aggravation of the guilt is not left to be inferred; it is 
made the subject of precise and striking affirmation. Nor is there as- 
cribed to those who are thus accused a mere ordinary failure in comply- 
ing with some of the precepts of religion, but a direct and daring enmity 
against every thing that conduces to the honour of Jehovah, in the eter- 
nal salvation of man. ‘This is apparent from the most cursory glance at 
the statements of Scripture, concerning the practical effect which the 
propitiatory stiivrings of the Messiah ought to produce on the human 
heart. Did he not die that we might “be buried with him, and that as 
he was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life?’ Was he not “crucified, that 
our old man should be crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin?” Did he not die, 
“that they who live should not live unto themselves, but unto him, who 
died for them, and rose again’’ Was it not a grand purpose of his rising 
again from the death which the cross inflicted, and of his ascending above 
all heavens, carrying there the memorials of his atonement, and enthron- 
ing himself in the majesty of the right hand of God, that men might fol- 
low him in the high aspiration of their affections and desires,—might 
“seek those things which are above, where he sitteth,” and “look” and 
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live in “blessed hope of his glorious appearing?’ Compare these state- 
ments, and they might be multiplied innumerably, with the conduct of 
men who, although they may affirm their belief of the plan of salvation, 
and may perhaps claim, with no little boldness, an interest in the merits 
of our Redeemer’s death, yet exhibit in their passions and lives this direct 
contravention of its sanctifying influence, and indulge, without a check, 
every sensual propensity, every earthly desire—and say, are they not 
“the enemies of the cross of Christ?” Do they not refute the grand de- 
sign for which alone it was exhibited’ Do they not degrade it in the 
view of the world, and expose it to public reproach ? Do they not disown 
and renounce all right to the redemption which it purchased ? But let 
us consider a little more particularly the character of those persons to 
whom this description belongs. And we observe, 

1. That a// who oppose or corrupt the humb.ing doctrines of the cross, 
belong to this class, and are guilty of their crime. ‘The persons whom 
the apostle, in the passage on which our remarks are founded, had in his 
eye, Were not so much the openly profane and abandoned enemies of re- 
ligion,—those who hated every thing like God and godliness,—as those 
who, under the mask of regard to Christianity, were the bitterest enemies 
of its humiliating doctrines, concerning the way of a sinner’s acceptance 
with God, and the necessity of assimilation to the divine image. He 
elsewhere describes them as persons who, “being ignorant of the righte- 
ousness of God, went about to establish their own righteousness, not sub- 
mitting themselves to the righteousness of God ;” and in Philip iii. 2, “as 
dogs, and evil workers, and the concision,’—persons who “trusted in the 
flesh,” and who could not endure the idea of being justified only through 
the rightcousness of a crucified Saviour. These the apostle declares to 
be as decided enemies of the whole plan of salvation, and particularly of 
the holiness which characterizes it, as any profane person could possibly 
be. And such are sti// enemies of the cross. That astonishing method 
of saving the sinner was expressly designed to abase the pride and sel- 
fishness of his corrupt heart; it was intended to exhibit to him, in the 
most impressive manner, the infinite evil of sin, and to shew him the ne- 
cessity of a righteousness infinitely more complete and perfect than hu- 
man power could produce to satisfy the claims of the attributes and law of 
God against which he had sinned. In short, it was designed to teach him, 
that “without holiness’’—holiness of heart and life,—holiness complete 
and spotless, “ne man can see the Lord.’”’ And how impressively, how 
eloquently, does it hold forth these momentous but abasing truths ! In the 
mediation and death of the Son of God there is a display of the glory of 
the divine majesty,—of the purity of his nature,—of the boundlessness of 
his love to man,—and of the sovereignty of his grace, which wiil for ever 
abase at his footstool even the holy spirits who never sinned, and will 
cause them to cover their faces and their feet with their wings, while 
they ery, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty.” But the pride 
of the sinuer rises at this exhibition ; the corruption of bis heart swells 
against it, and he goes about in search of another way of salvation, re- 
fusing to submit to the salvation of God! Sin, he maintains, is not that 
tremendous evil which the scriptures every where declare it tobe; nor 
can the Mighty Being who rules the universe, be »fected by it so much 
as to induce him to punish the creatures who comuuit it; or if, for the pur: 
pose of maintaining the moral order of the universe, it be necessary to 
punisi some of the foulest transgressors, he will pass with impunity, if 
not with an affectionate indulgence, the venial infirmities, the unavoida- 
ble failings of those who have no evil intention, and who, by a death-bed 
repentance, the performance of some deeds of charity and mercy, and 
other amiable traits of character, deserve his favour, and have a claim 
upon his indulgent regard. No other righteousness is necessary for them 
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than this; and all that the Saviour has to do in their behalf, is to plead 
these things i in their name, and claim their acceptance and rew ard. Is not 
this the language of multitudes who bear the ¢ ‘hr istian name, —of men who 
frequently handle the sacred symbols of the Saviour’s death,—nay, of 
men who fill the pl: ce of the Saviour’s ambassadors to the guilty, and 
pretend to preach the salvation which he died to accomplish! Nor is it 
their language only, it is the very sentiments of their im see hearts ; and 
by indulging them, they exhibit a deadlier enmity to the cross of the Re- 
deemer, and give far less hope of future submission to its influence, than 
the most degraded sensualist or outrageous infidel L.. itlives. “Verily,” 
says Christ himself concerning such characters, * ily Tsay u n to you, the 
pub jlicans and harlots go + ete the kingdom of G ri b wa Bes you. 

2. Again, those are enemies ot the cross of Christ who cherish the lust 
of the flesh. The phrase, “whose god is their belly,” is a stroug expression 
evidently intended to denote the gross and brutal indulgences to which 
many of the human race resort for pleasure. These indulgences were 
much practised in apostolic times; and what was most mournful, they 
prevailed among the professors of those times. and were freely followed 
under pretence of doing honour to the grace of God. Hence we find the 
Apostle Paul warning the believers at Rome against individuals, who 
taught the principles and followed the practices of licentious men among 
them. “Mark,” said he “them which cause divisions and offences con- 
trary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them; for they 
that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by 
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.” (Rom. 
xvi. 17, 18.) 

Sensual indulgence is an evil to which our nature is universally and 
eminently prone. It is every man’s natural disposition to pamper the ap- 
petites of his body, and to follow out the corrupt impulses of his animal 
passions, by the gratification of which the true dignity of the mind is 
prostrated. But itis a disposition, the prevalence and the power of 
which cannot be sufficiently mourned as a prominent result and charac- 
teristic of that depraved heart whence “‘proceed all the things that defile 
the man.” “Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornica- 
tions, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an 
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.” (Mark vii. 21.) “The works 
of the flesh are these, adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath. strife, seditions, 
envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like.” (Galat. v 
19—-21.) Nor does the mere restraint upon our conduct which arises from 
civil institutions, from care of reputation, or from other conflicting and 
worldly motives, remove the evil: it may give another direction to its 
operations, or stimulate to greater care in indulging it; but it cannot 
eradicate the propensity. No, nothing but the faith of the Gospel can 
purify the sinner from this and every other exhibition of the innate cor- 
ruption of his heart; and, blessed be God, to effect this purification is one 
of the principal objects which the Gospel is commissioned to accomplish. 
It is intended to exert such an influence on its subjects as shall effectually 
overcome the polluted propensities of their depraved nature, and turn 
them away from what so degrades their charac Ai r and blasts their happi- 
ness, to what shall elevate, sanctify, and redeem them; leading them 
from what is gross and allies them to the prove s, to what is spiritual and 
unites them to their God. We say, itis the faith of the Gospel which 
effects this desirable change, not the mere profession of it. The persons 
referred to in the passage before us seem to have been professors, and 
some of them even teachers of Christianity, but under the cloak of their 
profession they still had “their conversation in the lusts of the flesh, ful- 
filling the desires of the flesh and mind.” They would submit to no re- 
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strictions, they would allow no ingredient to mingle with and qualify the 
draught of their greedy uncleanness. Notwithstanding all that they af- 
fected to teach, and all that they affected to believe, and inspite of the 
powerful motives which were furnished by a revelation which came from 
the bosom of the Eternal, it was still true of them, that “their belly was 
their god !” 

There seems to have been in the apostolic times, as in subsequent pe- 
riods, a systematic attempt to pervert the principles of the Gospel, and, 
by the most infamous of all sophistry, to shew that it was not intended to 
exercise that sanctifying influence of which we have spoken, but that men 
were permitted to “sin that grace might abound.” Such were they 
whom Jude denounced, “ungodly men, turning the grace of God into las- 
civiousness ;’ and awfut and abominable indeed is that heresy, which 
would thus attempt to poison the waters of purity at their very fountain, 
and educe the elements of hell from the immaculate gift heaven. ‘To give 
the reins to the grovelling lusts of nature while professing a connexion 
with the redeeming principles of grace, and to make those principles of 
grace the mere pander to the desires of the flesh, is surely to form a mon- 
ster in the moral creation, of which no abhorrence can be too strong, and 
no destiny too dreadful. And yet how often does this monster present 
itself before us among the professedly Christian population of our coun- 
try! Inevery drunkard that staggers along our streets,—in every fornica- 
tor and in every adulterer who invades our domestic circles, and destroys 
for ever their purity and peace,—in every voluptuary or epicurist who 
makes the gratification of his fleshly appetites the great enjoyment of his 
life, we have a living exemplification of this creation of sin, of this mon- 
ster of iniquity! 

How striking and forcible is the phraseology which the Spirit of God 
employs to describe the abominable character, and to exhibit the horri- 
ble supremacy which lust thus obtains over such characters! “Whose 
god is their belly.” ‘That is, those who regard the end of their existence 
as consisting in the gratification of their animal appetites, and who make 
banquetings, revellings, and such like, the chief home of their delights, 
are in truth worshippers of their own loathsome corruptions. Their god 
is their depravity. ‘hey have as much denied the God of heaven, and pros- 
trated themselves at an idol shrine, as if they had acknowledged all the 
deifications of Greece and Rome, and chiselled out their images from the 
models of their Pantheon, that they might pour forth before them the in- 
cense of their impious adoration. And when we remember that these in- 
fatuated men are called Christians, and surrounded on every hand by the 
inspirations and the privileges of the Gospel, yet so drunken with sin as 
to make these very inspirations and privileges their excuse for their sin, 
is there not in such characters something too awful to dwell on,—in their 
future prospects a fate too horrifying to think of? O that we could 
arouse but one of these degraded and infatuated idolaters to meditate on- 
ly for one hour on his character and destiny—that we could shew him 
but a thousandfh part of the utter and inexpressible loathing with which 
he is regarded by him who “cannot look on sin!” Let us, at all events, 
beseech those who have received the counteracting influence of divine 
grace, to contemplate such wretched beings with an increasing hatred of 
all their abominations ; and, remembering that they have the same evil 
heart within them, the same depraved propensities, the same polluted ten- 
dencies, let us entreat them to place a more powerful restraint than ever 
on their actions and desires, and to cultivate assiduously the solemn du- 
ties of self denial, and crucifying the flesh. Let them look frequently in- 
to that world which is pure and unspotted as the Eternal Being who 
sits on its throne, and remember that their “life is hid with Christ in 


God.” 
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9. In the third place, the wor/dling is “‘an enemy of the cross of Christ.” 
“Who mind earthly things.” It may seem strange to some, that this dis-. 
position should be placed in connexion with the former, as of the same 
kind and degree of criminality; but a careful examination of the charac- 
ter will speedily satisfy us as to the propriety of the manner In which it 
is introduced. ‘The terms used by the apostle express the fact, that those 
described by them are altogether absorbed by the concerns of the pre- 
sent world, without any reference to another, where they are to receive 
a retribution which shall endure for ever; or, at least, that they exclude 
from their minds such a serious view of another world as would exert a 
salutary influence on them in this. This neglect of futurity, this concen- 
tration of the anxieties and desires on th nterests of time, arises from 
the same depravity as do the revellings of open lust, and it is necessary 
to give to earthliness all its force and freedom of operation. Worldli- 
ness, amounting as it does, according to the express declaration of the 
Spirit of God, to ‘tdolatry,” is in no case to be viewed but as a grand de- 
velopement of our polluted nature; and he who may congratulate him- 
self as free from habits of a more gross and infamous order, and carefully 
distinguish himself from the sinners who indulge them, may nevertheless 
rest assured, that in fixing the home of his aflectioris amidst the honours, 
the business and the interests of earth, to the exclusion of eternity, ex- 
hibits the very same moral perversion, and outrages the appointment and 
design of the gospel as much as they do, Christianity is designed to im- 
press our race with the high solemnities of the world to come ; it directs 
all their hopes, and labours, and affections towards heaven ; it teaches 
them ‘‘not to lay up treasures upon earth,’ but to secure them “in heaven ; 
for where their treasure is, there will their hearts be also.” It enjoins 
them to “set their affections on things above, not on things on earth ;” 
“not to love the world, neither the things 1 
if any man love the world, the love of 1 ather is hotinhim.” These 
exhortations, to which many more might be added of a similar import, 
sufficiently elucidate the essential character and object of the Christian 
religion; but when you are told of men, who, in utter disregard of them, 
“mind earthly things,” in what light can you view them, but as men who 
dare to commit one sweeping act of blasphemy against the whole? 

While the open excesses of debauchery are subject to various restraints 
which serve to check their perpetration, the guilt of worldliness, appear- 
ing less flagrant and disgusting, and admitting numerous pleas to excuse 
its indulgence, prevails to a vast extent. Many would shrink from the 
practice of the one who rank among the devoted slaves of the other. It 
possesses an influence even over the best, and has produced, in the present 
age particularly, a mournful degree of deterioration of character in the 
church of God. And how numerous are those who are following its full 
and unsubdued impulse! Can we pass along the path of life, without be- 
holding multitudes innumerable. who are seeking their portion below ? 
Who are they who rise early and sit up late, and eat the bread of careful- 
ness ; whose actions are a perpetual commentary on the words, “to-day, 
or to-morrow, we will go into such a city, and buy and sell and get gain ;” 
who are intent only on calculations of profit, and busied incessantly in 
plans of aggrandizement and opulence? Who are they who circulate 
daily in the whirlpool of fashion, and are hurried on in the succession of 
amusements, where pride and vanity and the magic influence of softened 
voluptuousness blend and reign, to spoil the cheated soul, and seduce it 
from heaven? How crowded are the marts of traffic, and the temples of 
gaiety! How vast are the multitudes who rise upon the view, reckless 
of all but the things that perish in the using? The accurate observer of 
mankind, and particularly the faithful minister of the gospel, when he looks 
around on the scenes of human society, has again to copy the picture 
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drawn by the pencil of inspiration in the apostle’ s days; he has to pro- 
claim its exact resemblance to the forms of living existence. Yes! 
Christian reader, even now under the empire of professed Christianity, 
and amidst all the warning disclosures of eternity, the man of God has to 
detect and expose, in the plenitude of their sin, the men “who mind 
earthly things.” “O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their 
assembly, mine honour, be net thou united !” 

4. In fine, those “whose glory is in their shame,” are the “enemies of the 
cross of Christ.”” Some expositors consider this clause as exegetical of 
the one that immediately precedes it, that is, as referring to the sensual- 
ist, and they understand it to intimate the almost irrecoverable wretched- 
ness and vileness of the abandoned profligate. And it certainly applies to 
the victims of fleshly indulgence, with a fearful accuracy and emphasis. 
Under the sovereign influence of that debasing passion, with melane holy 
infatuation, they “glory in their shame.” They make a virtue of their 
subjection, a boast of their idolatry. The drunkard boasts of his excess, 
the reveller, in his banquetings and scenes of dissipation, the seducer, in 
the disgrace and ruin into which he has plunged the hapless victims of 
his unbridled lusts. ‘They trumpet forth they are “the servants of cor- 
ruption,” and claim admiration because they are the bondmen and vassals 
of that which operates only to debase and to destroy. 

But the phraseology will bear, we think, a further application. It is 
equally descriptive of the hard-hearted and insensible worldling, who 
boasts of the industry, the sagacity, and the economy by which he has 
heaped together his precious pelf; and it particularly delineates that hate- 
ful part of his character which appears in his utter disregard of the heav- 
ly injunction, “To do good, and to communicate forget not, for with 
such sacrifices the Lord is well pleased.” His heart is steeled against the 
claims of the needy and the privations and afflictions of a Christian bro- 
ther, but he dignifie s its hardness with the name of a prudent regard to 
his own interests, and he silences any misgivings which he may feel by 
mercilessly condemning the conduct of the sufierer. His hardness of heart 
is “shameful,” but he piques himself on it; heaven blushes at it, but he 
“glories.” Oh! how far removed is such a man from the influence of 
that “cross where the world was crucified!’ What an enemy is he to 
him who died on the cross! ‘*Whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from 
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him ?” 

Nor is the man who rejects the righteousness of Christ, and boasts of 
his own,—who talks of the goodness of his heart, and the purity of his 
intentions, of his deeds of mercy, and labours of love, as a ground of hope 
before God, one whit less criminal than the worldling and the sensualist. 
In the eyes of men, his conduct may not be so grossly. offensive as theirs, 
but it is equally hateful to God, and will as certainly cover himself with 
shame. “Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Je- 
sus Christ.” “There is not salvation in any other; for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men w hereby we must be saved.” 
And what is the righteousness of the holiest saint in heaven in compari- 
son of this name, but filthy rags,—what his highest praises, but a smoke 
in God’s nostrils! How abominable then the pride and the selfishness of 
the legalist ! 

In what, then, readers, are you glorying? Is it in your own righteous- 
ness, or in your negative goodness ! ) isitin your sinful pleasures,—your 
worldly interests,— your crooked selfish policy? Is any reader so mad as 
to boast of his profligacy,—to glory in worshipping his own belly? Are 
you proud of your opposition to heaven’s plan of salvation, and glorying 
in your own wisdom and carnal reason? Oh! let me tell you, you are 
“glorying in your shame.” It is ashame to you, in the midst of so much 
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light, to be so ignorant of yourselves, and of him with whom you have 
todo. It is ashame to you to cover yourselves with rags which cannot 
hide vour nakedness,—to refuse the grace which alone can save you, to 
cling to a world whose best enjoyments perish in the using. And should 
you persist, how fearfully will your shame be increased amid the insuffer- 
able glories of the day of retribution. Let me counsel you to renounce 
‘the devil, the world, the flesh,” and to “glory only in the cross of Christ.” 
Let your language be, with the inspired penman of the passage we have 
been considering, “What things were gain to me, those | counted loss for 
Christ. Yea, doubtless, and [ count all things but loss for the exc llency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the 
loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that [may win Christ, and 
be found in him not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is 
of God by faith.’—Pre sbytertan Magazin 


Arr. Il -Veditation on the Religious Education of Childre? 


Fatal are the mistakes men run into in this great and momentous af- 
fair, the education of their children. ‘The com:mon methods of education 
do not seem to have any thing of God and religion inthem. Omy soul! be 
upon thy guard here. “I know Abraham,” says God_ “ that he will com- 
mand his children and household after him, and they shall keep the way of 
the Lord,” Gen. xviii. 19. Let this be thy solicitous care, and constant 
faithful endeavour. It is true, I can vive them grace, and secure their 
religion; but, as God has appointed me my duty, and laid his commands 


upon me, he has encouraged my expectation of success. A religious ed- 
ucation, if it be truly and throughont such. and do not fail in any neces- 


sary branches of it, is often, and it may be ordinarily followed with a 
blessing, and made effectual: ‘Train up a child in the way he should 


go, and when he is old he will not depart from it,” Prov. xxii. 5. Lord, 


help me to attend to my duty and thy prescriptions, and leave the event in 
thy hand. In order to it, | would propose to mysceif the following rules. 


‘3 purpose and resolve to be serious and solemn in devoting my chil- 


dren to God in baptism. A great many seem to make baptism only a 
a proper time ol giving names to their ch idren, or a season of feasting 
and merriment, or at least matter of form and compliance with an estab- 


lished custom, leaving out what is most essential to the ordinance, the 
concern they have with God therein. When parents offer their children 
to baptism, they are solemnizing a fam ly-covenant, as it were; that is, 
the common Christian covenant, as made with them and their family, 
owning their relation to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; endeav- 
ouring to insert, as | may say. the name of this or that child into God’s 


covenant, and to continue the hich privilege and honour of such a rela- 


tion in their family. And how important a thing is this! and with how 
much seriousness should we go about it! O my soul! remember thy 


faults this day “ he humbled for past remissness and n rlects, and be more 
serious and devout in thy future transactions of this kind. I knew a fam- 
ily, all the branches of which seemed to have an early, and a more than 
common sense of religion, for which a judicious and grave man gave this 
reason, that next to the special favour and grace of God, he thought it 
owing to the religious solemnity and seriousness with which the head of 
the family devoted his children to God in baptism. 

2. I purpose and resolve to be early and constant in the proper methods 
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of instruction, particularly to inculcate and labour to possess them with 
a conviction and sense of the worth and dignity of the soul, of the cer- 
tainty of a future state of immortality. of the importance of eternal things ; 
and set myself all I can to bring this world into a just neglect and con- 
tempt with them ; to instil a high veneration for the holy scriptures, re- 
commending and making the Bible their chief study and delight, if it may 
be. ‘This has been the way of good peop g” in all ages. «'Finothy from 
a child knew the holy scripture,’ 2 ‘Tim. iii. 15... The Jews were com- 
manded diligently to teach the words of Pe ‘Jaw to their children, Deut. 
vi. 7.; and how defective soever they were in other things, their zeal in 
this particular was very commendab le. Josephus tells us, their children 
were trained up inthe knowledge of the law from their very infancy, 
and were so expert there in, that ‘‘ they knew every thing as perfectly as 
their own names.” Nor were the primitive Christians less careful in 
this respect; the Bible, especially the New Testament, was their insti- 
tutes, the grammar of their religion, in which their catechumens and chil- 
dren were grounded. St. Jerom, in one of his epistles, giving directions 
for the education of a young lady of a noble Christian family, advises, 

“ that as soon as she was capable, she should learn the Psalms; P roverbs, 
FEccle — next be taught the four gospels, and have them always in 
her hand; then get the Acts and Epistles by heart, and then pass to the 
reading of the prophets. How little of this is there in the present dis 
cipline of most families! Music, dancing, play-books, with a collection of 
novels, light poetry, &c. these are looked upon as the great accomplish- 
ments of young persons, and mainly attended to in their education ; 
which, no doubt, is one great cause of that degeneracy we so much com- 
plain of in the profession of the Christian religion. Consider, O my soul! 
that in baptism thou enterest thy children into the school of Christ, and 
layest thyself under obligations to teach them his doctrine ; endeavour 
to do this with constancy and care; put his book into their hands, and 
help them to take out of it the great and important lessons it contains. 

3. I purpose and resolve to watch “pe guard their manners, and apply 
myself in all the methods I can, to cure the maladies and distempers of 
their minds. I would constantly recommend to them all social and divine 
virtues, love to God and man, in all the branches of it; sobriety, modes- 

y, humility, the government of their passions and appetites; diffidence 
of themselves, esteem and reverence of superiors, especially their parents, 
ministers, and instructors; i guatien, truth, and charity in their words; and 
when any symptoms of evil, any immoral, vicious inclinations begin to 
appear, I wou ld s set myself, with great solicitude, to suppress them and 
root them out; to which purpose, | would carefully watch over them, 
and observe every thing of this kind. I would note down their more re- 
markable miscarriages trom time to time, put them _— doing the like, 
and not only give suitabic admonitions and cautions, but t direct to such 
texts of scripture, where they may sce themselves corrected and cen- 
sured. An id. to enforce all, 1 would add the sanction of mine authority, 
commanding my chil ” ) and household after me to keep the way of the 
Lord; encouraging them by proper rewards in well-doing, and restrain- 
ing them by threats ear pha Fated from the contrary, Prov. xix, 18. and 
Xiil. 24, 

4. I purpose and resolve, at fit times, to address myself to them in a 
more solemn manner, treating with them about the affairs of their souls: 
warning them of the danger of such and such neglects, such and such 
practices and pursuits ; recommending to them religion from all suitable 
topics; and particularly pressing . m to a personal covenanting with 
Grod, especially at the Lord’s t: ible; for which purpose I would e ndeavour 
to afford them all proper helps. 

5. I purpose and resolve to dispose of them in the world, to choose 
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their callings, employments, and masters, their relations, husbands, and 
wives. so far as I can, and the whole state of their affairs, with an entire 
reference and subserviency to the great ends of religion. Oh! that | 
may not, as is too commonly the case, by carelessness and treachery in 
these instances, destroy what | have been building ; and after | have de- 
voted my childrén to God, and engaged to bring them up according to 
the rules and laws of the Christian disc ipline, sacrifice them to Mammon, 
and barter away their souls for a little present advantage. What is this 
but to imitate those wretched idolaters the prophet speaks of, Jer. xxxii. 
35. who “built high places to Baal, to cause their sons and their daughters 
to pass through the fire unto Moloch.” ‘Their souls, if not their bodies, 
hereby become a victim. Oh! may I never be guilty of this perfidious- 
ness. I profess to take God as my covenant God; | have given up my 
children to him in covenant; I lie to him, and am an hypocrite, unless 
I choose him as my portion and theirs, esteeming his loving-kindness bet- 
ter than life. 

6. I purpose and shall endeavour to enforce all my instructions by my 
example, and not to run down in practice what | recommend by precept ; 
would take care whilst I inculcate on them the necessity of religion, and 
of minding another world, preferring the interests of it to this world, not 
to neglect it myself, and thereby destroy the etlicacy of my own doctrine ; 
would take care, while 1 talk to them of moderation, humility, self-denial, 
&c. not to live in the contrary vices myself, and indulge myself in practices 
| am constantly representing to them the danger of. If, while I talk to 
them of governing their passions, I give a loose to my own, and against 
reviling and backbiting others, | daily take the liberty of doing so before 
them; if, while I talk to them of the duties of retirement, of diligence 
and constancy therein, | manifest I have no regard to these things my- 
self; often read grave lectures of mortification and contempt of the 
world, and yet discover by my conduct, both of myself and them, that I 
have nothing so much at heart; this can have no other tendency but to 
undermine all my instructions, and make the young pupil despise them as 
words in course, and a sort of cant; or at least make him like myself, an 
hypocrite, and vain pretender to religion. Dread, O my soul! this tri- 
fling; if religion be necessary and good for others, it is good for thee ; 
nor wilt thou ever teach to purpose, whilst an ill conscience and an ill 
example stare thee in the face. Parents should be able to say to their 
children, as the apostle doth to the Thessalonians, “ Ye are witnesses, 
and God also, how holily, ~ justly, and unblameably we behaved our- 
selves among you,” 1 Thess. ii. 10. “Those things which ye have both 
learned, and received, and Road and seen in me, do; and the God of 
peace shall be with you,” Phil. iv. 9. 

7. I purpose and resolve to look up to God, in frequent fervent prayer, 
for his instruction to accompany and crown mine. ‘This must be my 
daily work; and I would often set some time apart for more solemn in- 
tercession and supplication in behalf of my children; laying before him, 
and enlarging upon, their several cases, necessities, and wants, and recom- 
mending them particularly to God, and begging he would direct me in my 
methods of conduct towards them; and especially when I have any close 
reproof or admonition to give them, that he would assist me in that ap- 
plication, and bless it; prepare their hearts to receive it, and make it 
suitable and effectual. ‘The more we depend on God in this, and all the 
great affairs of religion, the more success we are like to have; he has 
often prospered and owned such a dependence. Ambrose told Monica, 
the mother of Austin, who had been so importunate for his conversion, 
that ‘a son of so many prayers could not miscarry ;’ not that prayer 
though as fervent as Monica’s, is always successful; but it is often so; 
often a means of enriching and blessing a family, and sometimes has 
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been answered in very glorious fruits, and proved the best inheritance to 
their children, after the pious supplicants have becca laid in the dust. 

Help me, O my God! with all suitable zeal and patience, to attend my 
duty in this particular of it; may | walk within my house with a perfect 
heart; not only instructing, but exhorting and charging, “as a father his 
children, that they walk worthy of God,” 1 Thess. i. 12. 12. Whilst so 
many are seeking great things for themselves and theirs in this world, I 
would seek great things of a more excellent and durable nature : whilst 
they project how to make a man of this or that child, as they express it, 
I would be solicitous to make every one of mine a Christian, and constant- 
ly pursue such measures as have the most direct tendency to that pur- 
pose. Lord, grant me the desire and travail of my soul herein, and | 
have nothing greater, nothing farther to ask !—Bennet. 


Arr. III. On the Investigation of Truth.* 


Man being endowed with powers for the investigation of truth,—to 
maintain and exercise these aright is to him of the utmost importance ; 
whether considered in a moral, political or religious point of view. God 
has given him a standard by which to regulate these in their exercise. 
This standard isthe Bible. In it truth is exhibited full, clear, and perfect, 
to which nothing can be added without debasing its spirit; nothing sub- 
tracted without impairing its proportion. The Bible is, like all the works 
of God, perfect. Happy indeed would it be for man, if his principles and 
conduct were a practical application of its precepts. Our Saviour said 
to Pilate, “To this end was | born, and for this cause came | into the 
world that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the 
truth heareth my voice.” ‘Truth shews us where we stand—what are 
our prospects for time—what for eternity—what are the dangers to be 
avoided—what the proper course of conduct to be pursued. 

Wherever wrong conceptions of truth are entertained, it is impossible 
there should be right conceptions of duty. ‘There appears to be a moral 
epidemic prevailing in the present age, analagous in many respects to 
that physical disease called dyspepsia, and equally destructive in the men- 
tal, as that in the bodily constitution. ‘The symptoms of this disease are 
observable in the high estimation in which Novelists are held, and in that 
eagerness with which works of Fiction are perused by persons of every 
rank and condition in life. ‘The two diseases are alike in this, that they 
both, with keen appetite, crave unwholesome food; but when indulgence 
has proceeded to an undue degree, the digestive organs refuse to perform 
their proper functions, even when the natural aliment is received with 
temperance. ‘Thus the whole system becomes debilitated. So the mind 
is diseased when it rejects the bread and water of pure truth, and craves 


high seasoned Fiction. It is only when the heart receives truth, that the” 


mind like the body is nerved with strength, and acts with decision and 
freedom. God, in making man a free agent, by no means authorized 
him to ruin his constitution by the indulgence of his passions. Although 
the analogy will hold good, as it respects the symptoms of the diseases, 
in each case the disease will prove fatal, if the causes which produced it 
continue to operate ; and in cases where they prove fatal, the one will 
terminate in the death of the body, the other with the death of the soul, 





* The young lady who has favored us with this article bids fair to become an accomplished writer. Her 


sentiments are very just, and on the whole happily expressed. May we not hope to hear from her again 7— 
Ep. Rev. Mon. 
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that second death which continues throughout eternity in the dominion 
of the father of lies. . 

Truth is the proper ally of virtue; falsehood, of vice. In these times, 
virtue herself has attempted to dissolve the union with her ancient com- 
panion, and to take fiction in her place ; and let her beware of the conse- 
quences. The most current compositions of the day, are tales and nov- 
els, and perhaps not the least dangerous among these, are those called 
religious novels. 

However good a writer’s motives may be for publishing such works, 
let us not, in this enlightened age, adopt the false principle, that the end 
will sanctify the means. Itis not works purely ficticious, and known to be 
so, that are most dangerous, but where fiction and truth are indiscrimin- 
ately blended, that is, where facts are the ground work and principal 
materials of the story. When, instead of transient allusions to the char- 
acters and manners of an age, they are the professed objects of the au- 
thor’s illustrations. The person who voluntarily undertakes such a work, 
is bound by laws much stricter than those which bind the ordinary class 
of writers. ‘To keep within bounds of probability, is not all that is ex- 
pected, but conformity to historical truth. Where real characters are 
introduced, they must feel, act, and speak as in faithful history, the au- 
thor not being at liberty to mould them into any form his diseased imagin- 
ation may have pictured, in order to give effect to his story. The same 
regard must be paid to truth, when fictitious personages are so exhibited 
as to give the reader an opportunity of judging of the parties to which 
they respectively belong. In order to do this, the writer must have a 
minute acquaintance with the history of the period selected, as well as 
with the habits, opinions, and events of that period. It is not a sutlicient 
apology when these are misrepresented, that the work displays great tal- 
ents, that the author is in a mirthful mood, and allowance must be made 
for his desire to please his readers. It is not upon a sentiment transiently 
expressed, but the false impression that the whole work is calculated to 
make, that our judgments are to be founded. Every encroachment on 
the province of truth, should be regarded with abhorrence. Writers 
should not be tolerated, who give false notions of men and manners ; let 
it proceed from ignorance, prejudice, or whatever cause, the interests of 
truth are too sacred to be sacrificed to the humour of a writer, or the 
amusement of his readers. However much talents command our res- 
pect, let us not allow our imagination to be so dazzled by their splen- 
dour, as to prevent our mental vision from discerning whether their fruits 
are nutritious or poisonous. 

Has not Sir Walter Scott done great injustice to the Covenanters who 
died martyrs for the cause of truth! We rejoice that the times begin to 
show some evidence of disgust at works of fiction. Washington Irving, 
our most popular writer has published two volumes, in which he chooses 
truth rather than fiction, even asa vehicle for amusement. The real value 
of menin society, should invariably be considered as proportionate to their 
knowledge and practice of truth. 

Beyond this, it is dangerous to follow them, to trust them, or to listen 
to them. When this is the standard of our affections and actions, all is 
safe. Honour will be paid to whom honour is due. But when this or- 
der is inverted and men are practically made the standard of public senti- 
ments, not only danger may be apprehended, butinevitable ruin. In this 
case the scripture orderis inverted ; men are not estee! ied for their works, 
but their works, for being theirs. ‘ The tree is known by its fruit.” 

Let us take the advice of Chrysostom, “ not to carry about the opin- 
ions of the multitude, but examine things. Is it not, says he, absurd? 
when you are about to receive money, you do not trust other men, but 


examine it yourself; and when you are to judge of things, to be carried 
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away by other men’s opinions, is the worst fault in you; you have the 
scriptures which is an exact standard of things. 

Much lately has been done to check intemperance, by persons taking 
the subject under serious consideration, meeting together, conversing on 
the subject—seeing it in all its bearings on individuals, and on communi- 
ties—viewing societies groaning under its destructive and paralyzing hand— 
the church of the living God, sinking under its weight, wasting under its 
blighting influence. It had entered her door, sullied her beauty, and in- 
jured her purity. ‘That certain degrees of intemperance had become 
popular, was the disgrace of society in general, and much more so of 
the church. The advocates for temperance have taken decisive meas- 
ures to suppress this evil, and their measures have been crowned with 
abundant success. ‘Total abstinence was the decisive blow. What a 
blessed discovery was this principle of entire abstinence. ‘Temperance 
societies have done a work for which future generations will rise up and 
call them blessed. And now if a similar spirit was aroused in the public 
mind on the subject of truth, what happy results might be expected! The 
prevalence of falsehood, is not less destructive in the community, than 
was that of intemperance. It too, has entered the church; the effects 
are seriously felt by her members, in causing animosities to rise, and des- 
troying, in a great measure, the love of truth and the love of brethren, 
thus giving occasion for her enemies to exult. The violation of truth, 
how fatal! “In contracts, affirmations, and promises, it has involved na- 
tions in destruction, undermined the foundations of public prosperity, 
blasted the good name and comfort of families, perplexed and agitated the 
mind of thousands, and thrown contempt upon the discoveries of science, 
and the revelations of God.’ Can nothing be done to raise the cause of 
truth’ Let its advocates take courage to attack falsehood, by the victo- 
ry already acquired. As total abstinence was the only cure in cases of 
intemperance ; in this cause, let its friends adhere to truth in the strict- 
est manner, and withhold their support and countenance from any who 
traffick in falsehood. 

Let the promoters of truth consider the inventer of falsehood as on a lev- 
el with the distiller of ardent spirits—the public presses where it is distri- 
buted, as on a par with the grog shops, or the haunts of counterfeiters ; 
the slanderer, with the retailer of ardent spirits. ‘Then might we not ex- 
pect similar results? The time was, when a vender could deal out, day 
after day, liquid poison to the tottering drunkard, attend his funeral, re- 
turn home, post his books, turn the widow and her helpless babes into 
the streets, to perish with hunger, or be supported by charity, and yet 
sustain a good character. How alterednow! The eyes of all are turned 
towards such a person; their ears are open, they hear, as it were, the 
voice of his brother’s blood crying from the ground for vengeance. May 
we not expect t!\t the retailer of falsehoods will be viewed as equally 
abhorrent! Hc ‘0, is a murderer, innocence is his prey, and ruin his 
sport. 

To attack falsehood in every form, and under every cloak, is to attack 
the enemy of mankind in his strong hold; many have countenanced false- 
hood against their consciences, rather than meet his fury. But let the 
advoeates for truth fear not! Falsehood meets no support in the Bible. 
Be firm then, be decided, be encourged. ‘Truth is the cause of God, it 
is the cause for which Immanuel died, the cause for which the apostles 
were witnesses, and martyrs. 

Oh, that a spirit of investigation for the safety of our country, were 
aroused in the minds of our freemen, such as inspired Washington, its 
great father, of whom it is said, his habits of enquiry were so remarkable, 
that he was never satisfied with investigating, nor desisted from it, so long 
as he had less than all the light he could obtain upon a subject, and then 





dae ee tothe ee OB Wk ieee ede 





+. 


Criticism on the Hebrew word Chasid. 205 


he made his decision without bias. This steady pursuit in the search of 
truth, may be assigned as the chief cause of his uniform course of right 
conduct in so many difficult scenes, where human actors seldom fail te 
err. 

May this spirit operate and the result of its operations appear in the 
public press, which is the proper instrument by which to judge of the 
shape, and pressure of the times. 

May our darkened understandings be illuminated, our eves be so di- 
rected to this spiritual firmament, as to view each truth immoveably and 
permanently fixed in its proper sphere, and all revolving in harmony 
around the glorious sun of truth and righteousness. Finis. 


A RT. IV. Criticism on the Te brew word Chasid. 


It is a great mercy that we have access to read the scriptures in our 
native language, and that our English translation is so just and accurate. 
It would therefore be improper to bring this translation into disrepute by 
idle and vain criticisms. But as it is very dithcult, and in many instan- 
ces impossible, to find in one language a word that will exactly convey 
the meaning of a word in another, translators are often obliged to take 
such words as come nearest to the meaning of the original; and on this 
account, the translation must be, in some measure, deficient. It cannot, 
therefore, be accounted a disparagement of the translation to suggest, by 
another word, by a paraphrase, or otherwise, any thing that may help to 
supply the deficiency. 

The Hebrew word chasid is one of those to which our translation does 
not give an accurate, or at least an uniform signification. ‘This word is 
generally translated ho/y. It is so when applied to God, Psal. cxlv. 17. 
“The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and (chasid) holy in all his works ;” 
and it is so translated when applied to man, Psal. Ixxxvi. 2. “ Preserve 
my soul, for | am (chasid) holy.” When applied to men, in some instan- 
ces this word is translated godly, Psal. iv. 3. xii. 1. In the plural num- 
ber, (chasidim,) it is almost always rendered saints, of which there are 
many instances in the book of Psalms, Psal. xxx. 4. xxxi. 23. xxxvii. 28. 
Ixxix. 3 Ixxxv. 8 ecxvi. 15. cxxxii. 9. 16. exlvili. 14. exlix. 1.5. There 
is another Hebrew word (kadosh) which is commonly used to express 
what we call holiness, and is used to express either real holiness, or that 
which is only relative,—to express the holiness of God, of angels, or 
men, or to express the holiness of those things that were connected with 
the worship of God; but this word chasid seems to convey a different 
idea. 

It is derived from the substantive chesed, which signifies benevolence, 
benignity, or such benefits and favours as are the fruit of it. It is most 
ordinarily translated mercy, the eternity of which is celebrated in every 
verse of the cxxxvi. Psalm. It is sometimes translated loving$kindness, 
Psal. xxxvi. 7. Ixiii. 3. Ixxxix. 49. It is also rendered by goodness, Exod. 
xxxiv. 6. Now, the adjective chasid must be understood as conveying 
an idea correspondent with this, and signifying one that is benevolent, 
bountiful, and merciful. Accordingly, we find it sometimes so transla- 
ted, Jer. iii. 12. “1 am merciful, (chasid), saith the Lord, and will not 
keep anger for ever.” It is also sometimes so translated when applied to 
man, Micah, vii. 2. “The (chasid) good man is perished from the earth.” 
The expression is similar to that in Isa. lvii. “ The merciful men (the 
men of mercy or goodness) are taken away. 
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When this word is applied to God, it is always to be taken actively, as 
expressing the benevolence and mercy exercised by him; for he cannot 
be the object of the exercise of bounty by any. Our goodness extendeth 
not unto him. But when this word is applied unto men, it is most ordi- 
narily to be understood passively and objectively. In the two texts last 
cited, it seems, indeed, to express a benevolent and merciful disposition ; 
but most frequently, it seems to point out the privilege of those to whom 
it is applied, as being the special objects of God’s benignity, loving-kind- 
ness, or mercy. ‘Thus, when the Psalmist prays, Psal. Ixxxvi. 2. “ Pre- 
serve my soul, for] am holy,” we are not to consider him as pleading the 
holiness of his character as a reason why the Lord should preserve him, 
but as pleading the mercy and favour already conferred on him as a rea- 
son for the continuance of it. And thus also, when God’s people are so 
frequently in the book of Psalms called (chasidim) saints, we are to con- 
sider this as expressing their privilege as being the peculiar objects of 
God’s love and mercy, and partakers of his special goodness. And it is 
observable, that when God’s people are described by this designation, it 
is with a respect to God, of whose goodness and mercy they are the 
objects. ‘They are not called (chasidim) saints in an abstract way, but 
his saints, God’s mercified ones; and the goodness and mercy from which 
they are denominated, is God’s covenanted and promised mercy, and so 
is distinguished from that common goodness of which all are partakers, 
Psal. cxlv. 9. “The Lord is good to all, but his tender mercies are over 
(or above) all his works;” hence we find, mercy (chesed) and truth so 
frequently joined together, mercy secured by the truth of the covenant- 
promise, Psal xxv. 10. lvii. 3. Ixi. 8, Ixxxv. 10. Ixxxix. 1. 

It remains to consider the import of this term (chasid) as applied to 
Christ. It is applied to him, Psal. xvi. 10. “Thou wilt not leave my soul 
in hell, neither wilt thou sutler thine holy one (chasidecha) to see corrup- 
tion.” Psal. Ixxxix. 19. “Then thou spakest in vision to (or concerning) 
thy holy One, and saidst, | have laid help upon one that is mighty,” &e. 
This name, taken actively, will doubtless apply to Christ in a very emi- 
nent degree. He is indeed full of grace, mercy, and good-will towards 
men. ‘“ Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, in that he was 
rich, yet for our sakes he became poor.” But it rather appears to be ap- 
plied to him objectively in these texts cited, in the same manner as it is 
applied to God’s covenant-people ; and therefore he is called God’s holy 
One by way of eminency—the grand object of God’s covenant-mercy, 
and loving-kindness, and his people are the objects of it only inand through 
him. Hence these expressions, Psal. Ixxxix. ‘* But my faithfulness and 
my merey (chesed) shail be with him.” Verse 28. “My mercy ,(chesed) 
will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with 
him.” Verse 33. “Nevertheless my loving-kindness will I not utterly 
take (or break) irom him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail.” Hence also 
the expostulation, verse 49. ‘Where are thy former loving-kindnesses 
which thou swearest unto David thy servant ;” and that promise, Isa. lv. 
3. “I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure (the 
faithful and established) mercies of David.” All these texts point out, 
that Christ, the head of the new covenant, is the prime object of all cove- 
nant-love and mercy. ‘Tohim eternal life was promised before the world 
began. To him all the promises were confirmed by the oath of God; 
and it is of this love and mercy, as sworn and confirmed to Christ, that 
all believers in him are partakers. Now, this sets the character of Christ, 
and the privilege and security of his people, in a very comfortable point 
of view. They are, and shall ever remain, the objects of God’s loving- 
kindness, because Ghrist is so.—Edinburgh Ch. Mag. 
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Art. V. The Swearing of allegiance to Christ, a Scriptural and rea- 
sonable service. 


“Unto me every knee shall w, every tongue s ls r Isaiah x 


As allegiance is the great duty of subjects to their sovereign, so to that 
duty no loyal subject will hesitate to pledge himself; and, when called 
upon by competent authority, he will be ready to confirm it with all the 
formality of a solemn oath. The same decided expression of fealty may 


certainly be expected from the dutiful subjects of the King of Zion. This 
their relation to him most obviou ly demands, and their gracious Sove- 
reign frequently requires and expects. 

Such is the express assertion of the words prefixed to the present es- 
say. That they are the language of Christ, both their matter and con- 
nexion plainly prove, even though they had not been quoted in applica- 
tion to him once and again by the apostle Paul. (Rom. xiv. 11. Phil. i. 
9,10.) After exposing, in the preceding context, the folly of idolaters, 
who, “set up” as the object of their worship “a graven image, and pray 
unto a god that cannot save,” he makes ofler of himself as the only and 
almighty Saviour of a lost world, and invites all the ends of the earth to 
“look unto him and be saved.” ‘This invitation he declares shall not be 
given in vain, for he looks forward to future ages, and, in the spirit of 
prophecy he predicts, and seals the prediction with his own oath, that he 
should yet be generally acknowledged in the world, and that the most 
solemn attestations of their faith him, and submission to him, would be 
given by the sons of men. “I have sworn by myself,” says he, “the 
word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, 


That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.’ 
This prediction shall in one nse be fulfilled in that day when all shall 
bow, either in willing submission or forced subjection, before his judg- 


. j 
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ment-seat. Accordingly, it is quoted in of of this by the apostle in 


{ 
the passages referred to above; and, in the next verse, allusion is made 
to the subjugation under him of his implacable foes. But the principal 
accomplishment of the prediction is in the voluntary submission of men to 
the sceptre of his grace, and their pledges of allegiance to him as his wil- 


ling subjects. Hence the oath of allegiance, which they are represented 
as swearing, is a formal profession of faith in him. ‘Surely in the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength.’’* 

What the Most High has pledged his solemn oath that his people shall 
practise, it is plainly their duty to perform. What shall be the distin- 
guishing characteristic of the church in her best days, is obviously com- 
petent to her in every period of her history. Especially what is promi- 
sed in reference to ages yet to come, can never have passed away as a 
peculiarity of a former dispensation. Has the Lord then asserted, and 


confirmed the assertion by his oath, that in the New ‘Testament times, 


and particularly in that portion of th present dispensation when it shall 
have attained its highest state of perfection, commonly called the latter 
days, his subjects shall not only be numerous, but most decided, shall not 
only make express declarations of their faith in him and adherence to 
him, but shall confirm these by solemn oath; then are we warranted to 
draw thence the obvious doctrinal proposition, ‘That the formal swearing 


of allegiance to the great King of Zion is a duty incumbent upon his sub- 


jects, and to be practised in present times.’ This proposition we shall 


briefly illustrate and defend. Before, however, entering directly upon 
the argument, we request the reader’s attention to the following intro- 
ductory observations :— 

1. It is the duty of the subjects of our Lord Jesus Christ publicly to 


* The first clause of v. 24, appears plainly to be the form f the th prescribed See this fully established 
py Hervey in his Aspasio V indicated, p. 68 and 69 
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own their relation to him, and promise subjection to his authority. “This 
proposition we presume will be questioned by few, and therefore we need 
spend no time in provingit. As no man can be a Christian without being 
a subject of Christ, so none can be an honest subject of his government 
without openly avowing it. This is the more necessary, as none of his 
subjects were, like those of other sovereigns, born such. ‘They are all 
originally the slaves of sin and Satan, and become his servants by a 
change of masters, that change, therefore, it becomes them openly to de- 
clare. Hence profession of him and devotement to him are represented as 
occupying so prominent a place in Christian duty, and as natively flowing 
from a believing interest in him. “With the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 

As this profession is required to entitle an individual to the name of a 
Christian, so, without it, no church can possibly exist. What is a visible 
church but a number of persons connected toge ther by a joint professjon of 
their faith in Christ and obedience to his authority? C hurches v: ary, indeed, 
in the degree of fermality which they are in the habit of giving to this 
profession ; some contenting thems selves with a ve ry general and verbal 
statement of their faith; others embodying it in a formal and printed 
document, called a confession, or creed, to which every candidate is re- 
quired to give his public and solemn accession ; others requiring of every 
communicant the formal subscription of a written covenant, in which adhe- 
rence to the substance of the church's profession is also accompanied 
with an express person: il devotement to God ;* but no church, either in 
former or later times, ever existe d, « rr could e sist. without some such ac- 
know i nieaee as the formal ground of their association, and bond of their 
union. “Thou hast avouched the Lord to be thy God,” &c., is therefore 
predicated of ancient Israel; his people are always spoken of as united 
to him in a similar public manner; and in the language of mutual devote- 
ment is the relation between them represented as formed; “I will say, 
‘It is my pe ople,’ and they shall say, ‘The Lord is my God.’’ 

2. It is fre quently the duty of the subjects of Christ to express their 
allegi: unce to him in a very explicit and formal manner. The formal swear- 
ing of allegix ince to a sovereign 18 nol indeed the duty of ev ery day. The 
repeated exaction of such a pledge from the same individuals, without 
some important change of circumstances, must by lessening the solemnity 
of the transaction, deteat the end which it is intended to serve. It is sel- 
dom, indeed, imposed at all upon the great body of the subjects, whose 
simple submission to authority, and disch irge of the duties of their sta- 
tion, is accepted as equivalent to their acknowle dgment of the existing 
government. But circumstances not unfrequently occur which require 
them to come forward and testify their adherence to it ina much more 
explicit manner. At the formation, for example of the constitution of a 
country, nothing is more common than to ratify it by an oath. When 
subjects take up arms in their sovereign’s defence, the -y give a similar 
pledge of fidelity to his standard; or when a spirit of disaffection has 
spread, and hostile factions have tavaded the prerogatives of his throne, 
nothing can be a more efficient means of separating between the disaffect- 
ed and the loyal. Such a solemn declaration of fidelity is always required 
of persons placed in responsible situations ; and, in such circumstances as 
we have supposed, is often, with great propriety, applied as a test to the 
subjects at large. 

And do not similar circumstances call for similar explicitness in the 
avouchment of the allegiance of the subjects of Christ! Formal vows 


* In the Scottish Church of Rotte rdam every communicant is required, on admission, to give explicit an- 
swers to a formula of questions, embodying, in addition to an assertion of the great doctrines of the gospel, a 
formal personal covenant with God; and subscribe the same in the books of session, upon which an extract 
is given him for his future use. The formula originally used was the National Covenant or Confession of 
Scotland.— See Steven's History of the Scottish Church of Rotterdam, p. 178, 9. 
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are, indeed, always required of such as are invested with office in the 
church: and when it is recollected that all were originally rebels, may 
not circumstances warrant the ap phic ation of a similar test to the mem=- 
bers of the church at large! At the formation of a church, for instance, 
or on occasion of her re-establishment, can any exercis be more season- 
able, or more calculated to cement the spiritual fabric ? When the pro- 
gress of error and defection have shaken the fidelity of many, what can 
be more calculated to unite and strengthen the adherence of the rest? 
And when the “enemy comes in like a flood,” whi it can be a more ef- 
fectual means of “lifting up a standard against him 


Upon this obvious dictate of common sense, therefore, have the sub- 
jects of Christ often acted; and when circumstanced as above, th y have 
come cheerfully forward with explicit declarations of adherence to their 
Master: and by vowing, and swearing, and subscribing with the hand, 
have given all p ssible pledges of their sincerity. In this way, did Israel 
solemnly accept and ratify the ec ‘lesiastical constitution which they re 
ceived from God at Horeb; (Exod. xix. 7—S; xxiv. 3—S.) and their fu- 


ture returns to if, after repeated defections, were signalized by the reno- 
vation of the same solemn pledge. Deut. xxix. 10—15. Josh. xxiv. 
I—28. 2Chron. xv. 12—14; Xxiii. 16; xxix. 10; xxxiv. 29—33. Ez. 
x. 3—5. Nehem. ix. 38; x. 1 3. By such explicit sel{f-devotement 


to God was a distinction drawn between the faithful and the faithless, in 
times of general apostacy ; (Josh. xxiv. 14—28, 2 Chron. xv. 13. Ez. 
x. 1—5. Nehem. ix. 1—2.) nor shall it fail to distinguish that restora- 
tion to which we still look forward ; for it was not only their return from 
Babylon that is contemplated, but another and greater deliverance, in 
that interesting prediction, “Then shall the children of Israel return; they 
and the children of Judah together; going and weeping; they shall ask 
the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward, saying, Come and let us 
join ourselves unto the Lord in a perpetual covenant, that shall not be 
forgotten. | Jer. |. 3—4. 

What nature itself dictated to Israel, as a most dutiful and efficient 
mode of confirming their fidelity to their divine Master, it was surely to 
be expected, would be imiti sted by their brethren of the Gentiles, when they 
were incorporated into the same spiritual kingdom, and rallied around the 
same sacred standard. The church under the present dispensation, is the 
same substantially as under the old; and as similar circumstances must 
necessarily occur to try the fidelity of its members, an ee of it 
no less explicit is in such circumstances to be looked for. When, there- 
fore, a general defection among the immediate followers of our pe gave 
him occasion to test the sincerity of the rest, Peter, in the name of him- 
self and his brethren, made this solemn avouchment, “Lord, to whom 
shall we go! Thou hast the words of eternal life; and we believe, and 
are sure, that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.” (John 
vi. 69.) ‘The same apostle, after he himself had failed in his fidelity to 
his Master, renews his declaration of attachment to him with a similar 
appeal to his omniscience, “Lord, thou knowest all things, thou knowest 
that 1 love thee.” (John xxi. 17. Paul hesitates not with all the so- 
lemnity of an oath, or what is equivalent to it, to declare his faith in the 
great leading doctrine of justification by imputed righteousness, at a time 
when it was questioned and undermined ; “Yea doubtiess, and 1 count all 
things but loss,—that | may be found in Christ, not having on mine own 
righteousness,’ &c’ “God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Phil. iii. 8—9. Gal. vi. 14.) And ecclesiasti- 
cal history, both ancient and modern, has already borne ample testimony 
to the fulfilment of that prediction so expressive of the explicitness, and 
formality of the profession of gospel times. “I will pour water on him 
that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground ;—and one shall say, ‘I am 
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the Lord's,’ and shall call himself by the name of Jacob: and another 
shall subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by the 
name of Israel.”” (Isaiah xliv. 3—35.) 

3. The oath of allegiance given to Christ often requires to be express- 
ed in particular and pointed terms. General pledges of fidelity to a so- 
vereign will seldom serve as a test of loyalty. The very circumstances 
which call for their administration point out some specific avouchment, 
which draws the precise line of distinction between the disaffected a..d 
the loyal. This, whatever it may be, whether the abjuration of a rival, 
an acknowledgment of some particular royal prerogative, or an engage- 
ment to the performance of some present duty to his sovereign, is entered 
into the body of the oath which the subject takes, or the address which he 
sends up to his throne. Similar particularity is required from the subjects 
of Christ. General professions of faith in him and engagements to him, 
in such circumstances, go for nothing, can form no line of demarcation 
between the faithful and the faithless. ‘The assertion of some particular 
truth or truths which are presently contested, an engagement to some 
particular duty or duties which have been or are in danger of being neg- 
lected, can alone serve such a purpose. Accordingly, in this oath of alle 
giance here put into the mouths of New Testament saints, is embodied 
the assertion of the great leading doctrine of justification by faith in the 
imputed righteousness of Christ—a doctrine which occupies a prominent 
place in the system of divine truth, and which has frequently been the test 
of the genuine friends of the Saviour. 

Upon this principle have the sincere followers of Christ always acted. 
In place of mocking him, and blinding others by vague professions of 
faith which had no meaning, they have pointed their profession against 
the varying forms of error and disaflection, and rendered it a plain and 
decisive test of their present soundness in the faith and fidelity to the cause 
of their divine Master. ‘The oath of allegiance to him which Israel swore 
was short, indeed, but it was sufficiently pointed to draw a line of dis- 
tinction between them and the heathen. “Thou shalt swear, ‘the Lord 
liveth,” (Jer. iv. 2; comp. ch. v. 2; xii, 16; xvi. 14—15; xxiii. 7—8; 
xliv. 26.) or, ‘Jehovah is the only living and true God: and even this 
they were directed to modify when it came to be abused by the ten 
tribes in their idol worship at Gilgal and Bethaven. (Hos. iv. 15; comp. 
Amos viii. 14.) So long as a general pledge of adherence to the laws of 
Moses was sufficiently expressive, it was all that they embodied into the 
letter of their covenants; but when circumstances called for greater par- 
ticularity, they added, as in Ezra and Nehemiah’s days, clauses pointed 
against prevailing evils, and express engegements to duties specially call- 
ed for. (Nehem. x. 30—37.) 

The same particularity has distinguished the profession of Christ's 
faithful adherents in later times. The confession of Peter, to which we 
formerly referred, was of this specific character, and avowed the great 
truth then in controversy, “We believe that thou art that Christ.” Paul’s 
solemn asseverations are equally precise. They embody that great truth 
which he was so desirous to establish, which has been in all ages so much 
disputed, and which is here indeed represented a$ entering into the very 
marrow of the allegiance of the Christian. And it is worthy of remark, 
that not only does church history present us with many similar examples 
of specific, as well as solemn avouchment of “the present truth,” but 
that the substance of those solemn oaths by which, at the reformation 
from popery, that remarkable period of separation between the true and 
false friends of Christ, the allegiance of protestants in various lands was 
formaliy given to the truth, was just the avouchment of the same great 
doctrine which Paul so solemnly attested, and which is here represented 
as the common form of an oath of allegiance for the subjects of Christ in 
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gospel times. ‘Thus was then literally fulfilled the statement of the 


2 text prefixed, ‘They shall swear,—‘ Surely in the Lord have I rigkteous- 
@ -_— 
a, ness and strength. 


| To be continue 1.) 


Art.VI. Illustrations of Scripture 


Matt. chap. xxvi. verse 26—30. “And as they were eating, Jesus 
Ye took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the discipies, and 
: said, take, eat; thisis my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks 


and gave it to them, saving, Drink ye all of it: for this is my blood « 


the New Testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 
But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, 
until that d: Ly when I drink it new with you ia my Father's kingdom.” 

Mark chap. xiv. verse 25. “ Verily Tsay unto you, I will drink no 
more of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the 
kingdom of God.” 

When celebrating the last passover with his disciples, our Lord told 
them, as we are informed in the 22d of Luke, that next time he ate and 

we drank with them would be in the kingdom of God, or in an ordinance 
pertaining to that kingdom, which would supersede the passover. This 
was the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, which he immediately institu- 
ted, and of which he partook with his disciples. In this new ordinance, 
he gave his disciples au eminent display of ay livine and meditorial glory 
as the king and head of the church, by the setting aside of an ordinance 
of divine institution which had been long observed ; and by establishing 
another in its room, he atlorded them a clear exhibition of the nature and 
design of his sufferings and death, brought the kingdom of God near to 
them, unfolded it to their view, and let them see the passover fulfilled as 

\ he had told them. 

After the institution of the Lord’s Supper, he informed them in the 
words which form the subject of the present remarks, that the next time 
he partook of it with them in his Father’s kingdom, to which this ordi- 
nance belonged, his fellowship with them would be, in many respects 
new. Verse 29. “ But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of 
this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father’s kingdom.” ¥ 

[That which Christ here calls his Father’s kingdom, is denominated in 
the parallel passage in the 14th of Mark, 25th verse, ‘‘ the kingdom of 
God.” A little attention to the words will, we hope, serve to show us, 
that this kingdom does not mean heaven. First, the meaning cannot be 
that he would hold no more fellowship with them until he and they met 
together in heaven, for he held the most delightful fellowship with them 
again on earth after his resurrection, for the space of forty days, during 
which period he was employed in confirming their faith, and instructing 
them in the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. Again, the words 
contain a promise that he would again held communion with them in this 

very ordinance of the Supper, or that he would again drink with them of 
this fruit of the vine, viz. this used in the ordinance which he had just 
instituted. Farther, the words intimate, that the next time that he did 
celebrate this ordinance with them, their fellowship would be in many 
respects new, or different from what it was then. But the next time 
that we read of the disciples celebrating this ordinance, was on earth, 
after their Lord’s ascension, and their can be no doubt that, though de- 
prived of his bodily presence, they enjoyed his gracious and sensible, or 
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spiritual presence, and had that new and delightful fellowship with him 
which he had promised them. His Father's kingdom, or the kingdom of 
God, must therefore be taken here to signify the New Testament dispen- 
sation, which was already introduced, but not fully come and set up until 
after our Lord’s ascension. 

His words at the first celebration of the Supper, according to the ex- 
planation which has just been given of them, intimate, that by this ordi- 
nance he would hold communion with his church for the time to come: 
that he would not, however, celebrate the ordinance with them again in 
such humbled circumstances; but that next time he partook of it with 
them, it would be in a manner new, both to him and to them, and that his 
circumstances and theirs would then be so greatly altered to the better, 
that their new fellowship with him in this ordinance would be like the 
drinking of new wine, and a prelude of that which his people shall have 
with him in the heavenly state. At the first dispensation of the Lord’s 
Supper, the disciples were holding communion with their humbled and 
suffering Saviour, and the Holy Spirit was not then given, because that 
Jesus was not yet glorified ; but the next time that this ordinance was 
dispensed, and ever since, his people have commuuion with him as their 
risen and exalted and glorified Saviour, which imparts a savour to the or- 
dinance, resembling the sweetness and fragrance of new wine. “I say 
unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that 
day when I[ drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom,” or in “ the 
kingdom of God.” These words are Christ’s promise to hold new and 
excellent fellowship with his church in the ordinance of the Supper dur- 
ing the New Testament dispensation. 

John chap. i. verse 31. “ And | knew him not; but that he should be 
made manifest to Israel, therefore am 1 come baptising with water.” 
There is a very striking resemblance between these words of John and 
the words of Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 21, “ For as often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.” By compar- 
ing the two together, we learn that baptism and the’ Lord’s Supper have 
one common end, the manifestation of Christ to the visible church. John 
baptized not only for the sake of the person who was the subject of his 
baptism, to whom it was a seal of the remission of sin, and of engrafting 
into Christ,but also for the sake of all who witnessed it, that it might be 
to them a sign of the cleansing virtue of the blood and spirit of him who 
was about to appear, ‘“ that He should be manifest to Israel, therefore am 
| come baptizing with water.” We may reasonably suppose that there 
was nothing in the mode of John’s baptism which might hinder or defeat 
the great public end of it, bnt rather that the former was subservient to 
the latter. If John baptized by pouring or sprinkling, none could imagine 
that any corporeal benefit could result from it; all who witnessed this 
action must have been convinced that it was not the act of a physician 
who recommends bathing or dipping as beneficial in warm climates to the 
bodies of men, but the act of a minister, which was not intended for the 
advantage of the body, and which was the sign of something beneficial to 
the soul. Since it was that the Messiah should be made manifest to Is- 
rael, that John came baptizing with water, the:e was in the mode of his 
baptizing a sign “ known and read of all men.” 

From these words of John, we may infer, Ist, the sinfulness of private 
baptism. When baptism is dispensed privately, the great design of the 
ordinance is lost, which is “ to manifest Christ to Israel,” or to the whole 
visible church. It must, therefore, be administered in the most public 
manner, in order that Christ and his benefits may be represented and ex- 
hibited to all. The same remarks are applicable to the Lord’s Supper. 
the one being intended to manifest Christ to Israel, the other to shew 
forth his death tillhe come. 2d, That baptism is rightly administered by 
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pouring or sprinkling water on the person. It is calculated in this man- 
ner eminently to manifest C hrist, for the sn allness of the q uantity ol wa- 
ter used shews that it is designed tor nothing else than a sign. In like 
manner, persons at the Lord’s table do not take a tull meal as if it was 
intended for the refreshment of the body, but only a morsel of bread and 
a taste of wine, which carry in the very nature of asign. When 
the whole body in baptism is immersed in water, it loses the nature of 
a sign, and approaci hes or becomes assimilated to an ordin: iry bodily re- 
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freshment; but when a small quantity of water ts -_ red or sp rinkled, all 
who witness the action perceive that it not designed ‘the health of the 
body, but to represent unseen blessings, viz. Christ and his benefits. Ac- 
cordingly, = reference to baptism, God thus promised the influences of 


his holy S Spirit, “1 will sprink/e clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
clean,” &c. And again, “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and 
floods upon the dry ground ; | will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and 
my blessing upon thine offspring.” Lastly, that the great end of baptism 
may be gained as well by the baptism of infants as of adults. When the 


Philip pian jailer was baptize d, he and all his, and when the household of 
Stephanas were baptized, Christ was as much manifest d by the baptism 
of the children as of the parents. The silent but impressive language of 
the ordinance, when infants are the snbjects of it, is, “ that we are filthy 
and polluted by nature, and that there is cleansing virtue in the hlood of 
Christ for us.” —Pres. Mag. R. K. EB. 


Arr. Vil. Moral Influence of Universalism. 


A man recently died in a town not a 100 miles from Salem. whose life 


was cut short in the midst of his d: ivs, by intemperance. He had, for seve- 
ral years, been habituated to excessive indulgence in intoxicating liquors, 
which were obviously undermining his constitution, till in the last period 
of his life his indulgence in his ruinous vice became more frequent and un- 
restrained, and finished the work of destruction which had been previous- 
ly going on. He was a decided Universalist, or in other words his opi- 
nion was, that moral conduct in this life has no connexion with our con- 
dition after death, and that however vile and guilty a person may be in 
this world, he will, upon his entrance into the next, be immediately taken to 
the society of the saintsin Heaven, and be rewarded equally with those who 
have been the most virtuous and holy of men. His conduct corresponded 
with these princip les. He believed that drunkards and tiplers will inherit the 
kingdom of heaven, and he acted on the belief. At his funeral a Univer- 
salist preacher was called to preach a sermon. ‘The text was from Ro- 
mans xiv. 18; For whether we live, we live unto the Lord, or whether 
we dic, we die unto the Lord; whether we live therefore, or die, we are 
the Lord’s. The preacher, with the usual skill of his sect, applied it to 
all men, though the Apostle had exclusive reference to Christians. Whe- 
ther the learned preacher thought that the Apostle addressed his remarks 
to all mankind, or that the word Romans meant all people, or that saints 
to whom he was speaking, Romans i.7, included drunkards as well as suber 
and holy men, or whether, happening to light on some words whica seemed 
to favor his doctrine, he dragged them into the support of his cause with- 
out enquiring on what occasion, or to whom they were uttered, I do not 
know: but he applied the passage to the deceased and made it the foun- 
dation of consol: ition to the surviving friends. ‘The intemperate man had 


* It is proper to state that the writer here does not ailude to that sect 1 enominated * Restoration 
jets,’ but that which i« called ‘ ultra Universalism 
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gone to heaven: he had not lived unto himself, but unto the Lord; and 
he had died unto the Lord. Upon this | offer the following remarks: 

1. We see the demoralizing influence of Universalism. An immoral 
man embraces the opinion that there will be no punishment for sin in the 
future world: that all, without respect to character and conduct in this 
life, will be released from suilering at death, and taken immediately to 
heaven, or at the resurrection. Upona comparison of the pleasure which 
he thinks he shall derive from the opposite courses of virtue and vice, he 
decides in favor of the former. And he has nothing to fear beyond death, 
for heaven is just as certain io him as to the man of piety and virtue. If 
he is told, as was the man whose death | have announced, that his habits 
will shorten his days, the reflection immediately arises, then I shall ob- 
tain heaven so much the sooner. After a debauch carried through the 
week, if his reflections happen to be made a little gloomy by the stillness 
and restraints of the Sabbath, he has only to repair to a Universalist 
house of worship, and hear the glad tidings of great joy, that drunkards 
and thieves, and ali sorts of vile persons, shall inherit the kingdom of God, 
and his fears subside, his conscience is at ease, and he is braced up for 
another week’s work of sin. If one of his companions in sin has life cut 
short, and dies a miserable victim to his vices, and some natural fears are 
awakened in his bosom by the awful providence, let him go to the funer- 
al and hear a pretended minister of Christ thank God that another saint 
has gone to rest, and let him hear that the wretched sinner lived to the 
Lord, and died to the Lord, and is the Lord’ s, and will be made happy 
forever : and if his conscience and his fears are not pacified his faith must 
be weak indeed. 

3. We see why drunkards and tip plers are generally friendly to Uni- 
versalism, and haters to orthodoxy. ‘The latter hold up to them the ter 
rors of the Lord beyond the grave ; it points the incorrigible drunkard to 
that hell where the fire will not be quenched and bids him break off his trans 
gressions if he would escape the wrath to come. But Universalism tells 
him that this is all superstition, the dream of fanatic priests: that what 
he suffers here for his sins is all that he will experience or need to fear ; 
ard that if he can manage to get along with the present consequences of 
his vice ; if the pleasure of his cup outweighs i in his estimation the loss 
which he incurs, and the evil which he suffers in the bedy, he need give 
himself no further trouble. If in the delirium of a drunken debauch, he 
should come reeling home at night, as some have done, and murder his 
wife and family, and then cut his own throat to esc ape the gallows, what 
then—why they would ali go to rest together: his children would no 
longer cry for bread; his wife would no longer weep and freeze over a 
scanty fire, and sit late at night dreading the approach of a wild beast 
from the grog shop, and ruminating in heart-broken agonies, over the joys 
of bygone days. Is it to be wondered at that Universalism is popular 
with druukards ? 

3. We see the gross inconsistency of those Universalist preachers who 
advocate the cause of temperance. They in common with others, will 
expatiate on the guiltand mischiefs of intemperance,—point to poverty, ruin, 
and disgrace, to which it conducts its victims, and then promise the drunkard 
an eternity of happiness in heaven, although he might die ina fit of intoxica- 
tion, yea, ‘though he should die by his own hand, ‘and should be found ba- 
thed in his own blood, and that of all his family. They threaten him with 
the loss of a little worldly property, but promise him everlasting riches ; 
they threaten him with transient disgrace on earth, but hold out to him 
the eternal honour; they tell him he will cut short his natural life, but en- 
courage with the assurance of immortal life of bliss beyond the grave; 
they will come to his funeral and sing a requiem over his grave, and thank 
God that he has escaped hell and gone te heaven. What inconsistency, 
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judgment, no hell; but what they see and sufler here, or what the wicked 
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what absurdity. It is like atte mpting to deter a miser from an unwise 
course, by threatening him with the loss of a dollar, and promising him 
ten million in its stead. They betray as much ignorance of the law of 
























the mind as of scriptural interpretation. : 
4. We see why Unive rsalism does not ret 

first preached no man has been made better by it. It holds out a prem 

um for all sorts of vice and ungodliness. For the drunkard, the thief, the 


orm.—wSince the day it was 


murderer, it has no terrors beyond this life. Without any peuitence, 
without any virtue, death is rest to hin Ite falls asleep in Christ : he 
breathes out his soul into the hands of God; and angels and gloritied spi- 
rits welcome him to their society. Go and preach Universalism to gam- 


blers, to thieves, to profane sweuarers, drunkards; tell them there Is no 


Jews sutlered eighteen hundred years ago; thatif they di without peni- 
tence, with all their sins and guilt a aving to them, they will be safe, 


happy forever: let them believe that a preacher will deliver a eulogy at 
their funerals, and number them among the saints—and when will they 
be reformed’? You might as well « —_ todraw out the fangs ot a rat- 
tlesnake by the music of a fiddle. ch a thing asa reform through such 
an influence never was accomplishe a - it never will; it never can be, tll 


all the laws of the human mind are reversed.—Landmark. 


Arr. VIII. Jenkyn on the Atonement. 


On the extent of the Atonement, inits relation to God and the Universe. By Tnom AS Ww. 
Jenkyn. With an introduction, by the Rey. Daniet L. Carrouiy, Pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. Boston, pp. 334. 1835. 
This book is, in itself, a very trifling affair, and would not have been 

noticed at all, but for its “ Introduction by the Pastor ef the First Pres- 

byterian Church at Brooklyn ;” and, what has pained us still more, the pub- 
lication of some of his most extravagant terms of praise, on the cover of the 

Missionary Herald. ‘The most striking senedinaie of the book is its al- 

most total disregard to Scriptural authority. Scriptural language is some- 

times introduced, but it is only to improve the sound, or turn a period. 

Strange as it may seem, here is a professed and extended treatise on the 

Atonement, in which there is not the slightest allusion to any of those 

words by which the sacred writers have d« 2scrib ed it, nor even an attempt 

at acritical e xegesis of any term or phrase whatever, in the Bible. With- 
out any embarrassing diffidence or hesitation, the author launches out in- 
to the subject, as if gifted with a plenary inspiration to inform the church 
what is and what is not the atonement, untrammelled by the authority of 

Scripture, or the formalities of logic. And yet, like all writers of his 

class, he is forever harping upon “human systems,” ‘ departure from 

apostolical simplicity,” and “the progress of the new Scriptural theology.” 

Another feather of the book is, its constant and wanton misre presenta- 
tions of the opinions of others. We had intended to give specimens, but 
cannot, for want of room. To quote every instance would be to repub- 
lish a large part of the volume; and as to reference, we need only say, 
one cannot look amiss. In connexivn with his misrepresentations, should 
be mentioned, his perpetual cant of a “commercial atonement.” He 
rings his changes upon these terms, ti 
less repetition. 

The definitensss and precision of his ideas may be estimated from his 
observations on the nature of moral government. 

“ We keep our oxen to the plough by physical force, but we keep the 


ll the reader sickens with the point- 
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ploughman at his werk by mora/ government; that is, by giving him suffi- 
cient motives and inducements.” p. 127. 

“ Physical force can never Secome an element of a moral government. 
In proportion as force enters it, it ceases to bea moral government. The 
more freedom there is in a government, the more purely moral it is.” p. 
127. 

Ergo, whatever acts without physical constraint, whether man or dog, 
is under a moral government ! 

The following will serve the purpose of showing what Dr. Carroll 
calls “ clear, cogent argument, absolutely ‘rrefutable.” We quote it pre- 
cisely as it stands, italics, capitals, dashes, and all. 

« Evilis not the product of mind. Sin is not the result of design and 
arrangement. Suppose | were to say that the annihilation of the world 
would be an act of Omnipotence ; | shoula be speaking what is absurd ; 
for I should make almighty power to act——for what! to do nothing. It 
is highly inconsistent to suppose Oiunipotence, in effort or at work, to 
produce nothing. And it is as inconsistent, though we may not per- 
ceive the incongruity so distinctly, to suppose evil to be the product of 
mind, and purpose, and deeree in God. God does nothing but good. To 
purpose not to do good is to purpose to do NO-thing, and a purpose to do 
NO-thing is surely NO purpose, NO deerce ; that is, the absence, or the 
reverse of good, is not the product of design, evil is not the result of ar- 
rangement.” p. 89. 





‘*Gainsay it who can.” 

* As it is a general impression, that an event to be certain must be de- 
creed, | crave the indulgence of a few lines, even at the charge of meta- 
physical prolixity, to show that an event may be certain without being de- 
i LETTE The whole is greater than its part:” (this an event !) 
“two straight lines cannot enclose a space: one and two will not make 
four: if two mountains are created, there must be a valley between them. 
No decree can make these things otherwise.” p. 98. 

As a specimen of the Calvinism recommended by a Presbyterian min- 
ister to the Presbyterian church, we subjoin the following extracts. 

“It should not be evaded nor blinked, that the divine plans are suscep- 
tible of failures........ It is amorbid squeamishness that makes us afraid 
to avow what are daily matters of fact. This failure has taken place in 
creation........ [t takes place in Providence.————It takes place in the 
atonement, &c. p. 105. ‘This assertion may sound startling, but try to 
evade it as you may, you cannot avoid the conclusion, that the moral 
government of free agents, in a state of trial, must be susceptible of fail- 
ures. It is a racr that such failures have taken place; and to attempt to 
wrest or alter this fact, is to try to change the universe.” p. 92. 

“The various dispensations of probation are various experiments in 
moral government, in which God submits his own plans and ways to the 
acceptance, and for the use of free agents........ These dispensations, 
or experiments, are capable of failure. ‘The Eden experiment failed— 
and the Sinai experiment failed. Such susceptibility of failure has been 
shown to be incidental to a moral government and a state of trial.” p. 97. 

The author's style is worthy of his logic and theology. 

“Sin would have become the pilot of wrecks, without a shore to stand 
on—the Polyphemus of a valley of dry bones; the real Upas of the uni- 
verse.” p. 27. 

‘“ Nature, Providence, and Grace, are three immense wheels in our 
machinery, the cogs and revolutions of each catching and influencing 
those of the others, and all put in motion by the blood of the great atone- 
ment.” p. 135. 

The blood of Christ has been often trampled on by reckless rhetoricians, 
but never more grossly than in this revolting metaphor. That Dr. Car- 








* 


es 
* 


evn. ice 










} 





Jenkyn on the Atonement. 217 


roll should admire and imitate the style of such a writer, is not at all 
surprising ; but it is surprising that he should have exposed himself to the 
charge of ignorance, by bringing such exploded errors forward as origin- 
al, and extravagantly lauding, as unheard of and unanswerable, what has 
been repeatedly advanced and answered within fifteen years. One might 
suppose, from the Doctor’s language, that the church had but just discov- 
ered that the atoning death of Christ was an important doctrine, and that, 
for this discovery, we are indebted to the author of the present treatise. 
We have no right to prescribe what Dr. Carroll shall be startled and sur- 
prised at; omne ignotum pro magnifico—but we cannot sympathize with 
him, either in his lamentations over the ignorance of past ages, or his ex- 
ultation at the discoveries of the present, respecting “the great wonders 
of the crucifixion.” 

“It is matter of deep regret, that the time and thought, the patience 
and labour, the intellectual acumen and strength, which, in ages past, 
have been employed on trifles, or worse than wasted, had not been con- 
centrated on those wonders of the crucifixion which ‘angels desire to 
look into.” p. 9. 

“ But this illusion will not continue long.” God is “ traimng his church 
to those views of truth befitting her era of coming glory.” p. 10. 

“The whole intellect of the church must gather round Calvary and 
tax its gigantic energies in grasping the magnitude, and tracing the rela- 
tions of that one offering for sin which the Son of God made of himself 
there.” p. 11. 

“ The intellect of the church shall be yet trained to see the atonement 
in a new and celestial light, and in new and mightier relations to earth 
and to the universe.” p. 11. 

“There are yet reserved, glories of infinite mercy, which some mind, 
favoured of God, shall discover and disclose to the world.” p- bf. 

The “ gigantic intellect” which has opened the way to these brilliant 
discoveries, is that of ‘T. W. Jenkyn, whose book is thus described. 

“Tt is a book which may emphatically be said to contain the ‘seeds of 
things’; the elements of mightier and nobler combinations of thought, 
respecting the sacrifice of Christ, than any modern production.” p. 13. 

“Characterized by highly original and dense trains of thought, which 
make the reader feel he is holding communion with a mind that can ‘ min- 
gle with the universe.’” p. 13. 

“This volume will prove a star in the east to guide the ‘wise men’ 
again to the incarnate suffering Redeemer.” p. 15. 

“'Tke author has opened a vast and rich mine of thought connected 
with the atonement, where the improved mental machinery of the age may 
ply its powers with prodigious effect.” p. 15. . 

“The propositions of the author,” he says, ‘are coufirmed by a train 
of clear, cogent argument, absolutely irrefutable.” He boldly challenges 
any body ‘to show the fallacy of the author’s reasoning.” “ After a 
careful perusal, let any gainsay it who can.” “It will set the long and 
fiercely agitated question respecting the extent of the atonement, com- 
pletely at rest”; a book, in short, “for which posterity will thank the 
author to the latest ages.” 

ry’ . . _ > J rr , . ° 

These extracts need no comment. The samples which we have given, 
both of the book and Introduction, will illustrate one another. Nor do 
we think it necessary, in a case so plain, even to mention the discordance 
of the sentiments advanced in the one, and recommended in the other, 
with the standards of our church. Even he that runs may read it. We 
shall conclude by stating, that Mr. T. W. Jenkyn, in a note, refers to 
“four Sermons of Dr. Beman on the Atonement,” as a wonderful per- 
formance, containing what Lord Bacon calls the “seeds of things.” And 
well might he say so: for they contain the “seeds” of every thing in his 
Vor. XII. 28 ; 








218 Ecclesiastical Proceedings. 


own treatise. What Dr. Beman put into four ordinary sermons, and Dr. 
Murdock into one, Mr. Jenkyn has contrived to dilute with words, till it 
has swelled to a volume of three hundred and thirty-four pages. This 
may explain what his American patron and admirer means by “highly 
original and dense trains of thought, which make the reader feel he is 
holding communion with a mind that can mingle with the universe.” 


[The above Review is from the Biblical Repertory, for October, 1835. Having cur- 
sorily glanced at the work reviewed, we agree with the Repertory in calling it a tri- 
fling affair, and unworthy of notice. Mr. Jenkyn is an English divine of the new 
School. And it seems that his book has been naturalized by Dr. Carroll, of Brooklyn, 
a Presbyterian Minister in high standing, in the General Assembly. But should not 
Dr. Carroll be held responsible for the contents of a book which he has so highly re- 
commended, and whose author he has praised in such a fulsome manner? He has vir- 
tually made the errors of the book in question, his own. In this light he must be 
viewed by all candid men. But is it not surprising to hear Presbyterians speak of one 
another as the Repertory speaks of this Dr. Carroll, and there allow the matter to rest? 
Has ‘iscipline in the General Assembly given up the ghost? How nugatory toattempt 
a reformation in that church, while such audacious heretics are suffered to pass with 
impunity! And how partial, if not invidious, must it not appear in the eyes of other 
denominations, when they see an attempt made to exercise discipline in a certain place, 
on Albert Barnes, while Beman and Finney and Carroll and others, still greater here- 
tics, are allowed to remain in the same church unmolested! ‘ The legs of the lame 
are not equal.” Ep. Rev. Mon. 


Arr. IX. Ecclesiastical Proceedings. 

SYNOD OF PHILADELPHIA; case of Mr. Barnes, and the At- 
finity Presbytery. 

‘The committee appointed to bring in a minute in the case of appeal from the (As- 
sembly’s) ¢d Presbytery of Philadelphia, wherein George Junkin 1s Appellant and Al- 
bert Barnes Appellee, submit the following report and resolutions. 

This case has been brought up regularly by appeal. as reported by the Judicial Com- 
mittee of Synod, and unanimously resolved by the Synod itself. 

The original parties, namely, Dr. Junkin and Mr. Barnes being called on, answered 
that they were ready personally to proceed with the cause. 

Subsequently the (Assembly’s) 2d Presbytery being called on for their records of this 
case, when tried by it, refused to produce them; and upon being formally ordered to 
lay them on the table, still refused to allow the Synod the possession of their records. 
Upon this, the Appellee (Mr. Barnes) put in a paper pleading to the jurisdiction of 
Synod, and declining the trial, and withdrew from the Synod. 

Thereupon the Synod passed orders that the Presbytery had acted disorderly, &c. 
and censuring them therefor ; that the Synod still found itself in circumstances to pro- 
ceed to trial ; and that Mr. Barnes’paper and the plea contained therein, was no bar to 
the regular issuing of the case. 

Then the Appellant was fully heard. The Appellee was called and did not appear. 
The members of the (Assembly's) 2d Presbytery of Philadelphia, being called on for 
explanations of their decision, put ina formal refusal. The roll of members was called, 
and this committee directed to prepare a minute. 

1, That the appeal was orderly and regular, and ought to have been brought to this 
Synod, and issued by it, is apparent, from the reasoning and references in the minute 
censuring the Presbytery, and from the VII. Chap. 3, Sec. and 6 sub. sec. Discipline ; 
and Chap. XI. Sec. 4, Form of Government. The duty thus regularly laid upon this 
Synod, by the Appellant, with the approval, as appears to us, in the first instance, 
both of the Appellee and the lower court, we seemed called onto perform by the voice 
of the whole church, by the just expectation of the General Assembly, by faithfulness 
to the parties, to the world, to our own souls, and to God! 

2. The refusal of the Presbytery to produce the records, could not operate to arrest 
the trial. Ist, Because, as is evident from the records of this body in this case, there 
was laid before Synod all the proof offered by the Appellant in the court below, as also 
copies of the charges and sentence. 2d. It is not believed that the Appellee offered 
any proof, technically so called, in the lower court. 3d. It is certain, that if he did 
offer any proof, it was only what is printed in his ‘‘ Notes on the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans,” out of which also, every word of proof offered by the Appellant in the lower 
court, and this also, was taken. But 4th. this refusal of the Presbytery to send up 
its records, is contrary to its clear duty, defined in Chap. X. Sec. ¥. Form of Govern- 
ment, and Chap. VII. Sec. 3, and Sub. Sec. 16 of Discipline ; and to the spirit and in- 
tent of the act of the General Assembly of 1835, relative to the dissolution of the Sy- 

















Ecclesiastical Proceedings. 219 
nod of Delaware. 5th. The conduct of the stated Clerk of that Presbytery, in refus- 
ing the Appellant an attested copy of the record in this case, expressly violated the gen- 
eral command laid on him by Chap. XX. of Form of Government, and the equally ex- 
press personal right secured to the Appellant by Chap. IV. Sec. 16. of Discipline. 
And the conduct of both the Presbytery and its stated Clerk, is contrary to Chap. VII. 
Sec. 1. Sub. Sec. 1, of Discipline ; by all which references under this ( Sth) head, the 
conduct of the Presbytery and Clerk, are proven to be foreseen and provided for, as 
treated by this body. See also Chap. IV. Sec. 10, 13 and 16, of Discipline. 

Ss. Upon the refusal of the Presbytery and Clerk, to send the records in the orderly 
way, or to furnish the appellant with a copy on application, it was the part of the ap- 
pellant, not of Synod, to decline the trial. Any defect of regular proof would tend di- 
rectly, to his defeat, and possible condemnation. (See chap. v. sec. 7 Discipline, and 
chap. vii. sec. 3. sub section 14.) Besides, the principles of additional proof, are set- 
tled in chap. ix. Discipline passim. And in chap. vil. sec. 1. sub sec. 1, 5 and 5 of 
discipline the principles are clearly laid down, how this body should in cases of imper- 
fect, or fraudulent records, or the total absence of all records, get at the truth of the 
case. And further, it is well settled that in the absence of the best proof, even admit- 
ting that case to be ours, that which is next best shall be admitted. Especially when 
this Synod and the appellant used every proper means to obtain the supposed better 
proof, which is suppressed contumaciously by the co-Presbyters of the appellee, not 
only without regular complaint, but according to his own statements to the Synod, 
without any disapproval by him of the principles, or the particular act, of that Pres- 
bytery. 

4. When the appellee put in his plea to the jurisdiction of this Synod, and that plea 
was overruled, he ought regularly to have submitted and tried the appeal. And by so 
doing would have retained not only the mght of appeal, which by refusal to submit to 
trial he has lost (chap. vii. sec. 3. sub sec. 2 Discipline ;) but after the conclusion of 
the trial here, might have appealed from the whole, or any part of the doings of Synod 
in the case; (chap. vil. sec. 3, sub. sec 4, Discipline.) That the refusal of the Appel- 
lee to proceed with the case, should not have arrested the cause, is apparent ; first, 
because the Appellant proceeded at his peril, and had a right to insist on proceeding ; 
second, the Appellee was safe undefended, unless the Appellant could fully make out 
his cause, which the Appellee and the court below, declared he could not do, without 
the record suppressed by that court ; third, this conduct of the Appellee was highly 
contumacious, and he ( ould have no right to take advantage of his own W rong ; and 
lastly, the case is fully provided for, and the principles on which our ecclesiastical courte 
shall proceed, in the contumacious, or voluntary absence of parties, laid down in our 
standards, (see chap. vil. sec. 3 and sub sec. 3 and 4. Discipline, for the real grounds 
of appeals ; and same chapter and section and sub sections 195, for the real effect of ap- 
peals ; and as to refusal of parties, chap. iv. sec. 10, 11. 15. Discipline.) 

5. That this Synod has full power and authority finally to determine this case is 
manifest. The powers of a Presbytery as compared with the powers of a Synod, and 
the duties of each will appear by comparing chap. x. sec. 8, with chap. xi. sec. 1 and 
4, of the Form of Government. The duties of this Synod as to appeals, are to receive 
and issue them (chap. xi, sec. 4, Form of Government.) What is meant by issutne, is 
obvious from the last clause of chap. vil. sec. 3, sub sec. 15, Discipline. That the au 
thority of Synod covers the whole case, is apparent from chap. vii. sec. 3, sub 10, and 
chap. iv. sec. 17, Discipline. ‘Therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That in view of the proot presented to Synod, and of the whole case, 
the decision of the (Assembly's) 2d Presbytery of Philadelphia, in the case of the 
charges of the said Geo. Junkin against the said Albert Barnes, be and the same here- 
by is reversed, as contrary to truth and righteousness, and the appeal declared to be 
sustained. 

2. That some of the errors alleged in the charges to be held by the said Albert 
Barnes are fundamental; and all of them contrary to the standards of the Presbyterian 
church, in the United States ; and that they do contravene the system of truth therein 
taught, and set forth in the word of God. 

3. That the said Albert Barnes be, and he hereby is, suspended from the exercise of 
all the functions proper to the gospel ministry, until he shall retract the errors hereby 
condemned, and give satisfactory evidence of repentance.” ° 

After some discussion of this minute the Synod adjourned till 84 o’clock to-morrow 
morning—concluded with prayer. 


Wednesday morning, 8} o'clock. 
Synod according to adjournment met and was opened with prayer. The minutes of 
yesterday were read and corrected.—The Synod resumed the unfinished business of 
last evening, that is the final minute in the case of Mr. Barnes.—The paper was taken 
up by paragraphs and on motion, the first two resolutions were adopted. 
Dr. Breckinridge moved to strike out the third resolution of the paper, for the pur 
pose of substituting the following, viz : 
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Resolved, However, that from a desire to avoid even the appearance of injustice or 
rashness, on the part of this Synod, that in this state of the business, we refer it to the 
next General Assembly, to decide what judgment shall be rendered in this case; and 
respectfully petition them to pass such sentence as they may deem most conducive to 
the glory of God, and the purity and peace ot the Church. 

The division of the question was called for, and the ayes and noes being taken on the 
motion for striking out, were as follows : 

Ayes—14.—Nves—115.—Non Liquet—1. ; 

So the motion for striking out the 3d resolution was lost. The 3d resolution was 
then adopted. The question on the whole minute in the case of Mr. Barnes being ta- 
ken, was decided in the affirmative. 

Ayes—116.—Voes—31.—.Von Liquets—2.— Excused from voting —6. 

The following paper was presented by the subscribers, and ordered to go on the 
minutes, viz : 

‘The undersigned, who were excused trom voting, and those who voted against the 
adoption of the resolution suspending the Rey. A. Barnes, beg permission to have the 
following explanation entered on the minutes of Synod, to wit, that their object was to 
procure the adoption of the following resolution which was offered as a substitute, viz : 

Resolved, However, that from a desire to avoid even the appearance of injustice or 
rashness, on the part of this Synod, that in this state of the business we refer it to the 
next General Assembly, to decide what judgment should be rendered in this case, and 
respectfully petition them to pass such sentence as they may deem most conducive to 
the glory of God, and the purity and peace of the Church. 

John McDowell, P. F. Phelps, William Neill, Robert B. Belville, J. M. Olmstead, 
G. W. Musgrave, John Breckinridge, J. C. Watson, J. L. Dinwiddie, Henry R. Wil- 
son, Joseph Barr. 

At the request of Dr. Laurie the Synod agreed to permit the followmg note in ex- 
planation of his vote on the minute in the case of Mr. Barnes, viz ; That he had intima- 
ted after the minute was hended in by him as the Chairman of the Committee, that he 
did not entirely agree with the Committee in the 3d Resolution: that he doubted the 
right of the Synod to act as proposed by the resolution, and did not recollect any pre- 
cedents for so acting, and that he would have preferred sending down the case to the 
Presbytery to which Mr. Barnes might belong, with instructions to suspend him from 
the functions of the Christian ministry, if he should not renounce his errors—he there- 
fore declined voting on the final question. 

The Synod at 2 P. M. agreed to have recess for one hour. 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


The Synod after recess met, and resumed business. 

Ordered that the Stated Clerk deliver to Mr. Barnes an authenticated copy of the 
minute in his case. . 

The following paper was presented by Mr. Barnes, viz. 

To the Moderator of the Synod of Philadelphia. 

The undersigned begs leave respecttully to inform you, and through you, the Synod 
over which you preside, that he does hereby appeal from your decision passed this day, 
whereby you have suspended him from the exercise of the functions of a Gospel minis- 
ter; and that he will complain of the same to the next General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church im the United States. The reasons of the complaint and appeal he 
will submit to you within ten days from the rising of the Synod. ALpert Barnes. 

The Synod then proceeded to take up the subject of a reorganization of the Pres- 
byteries of Philadelphia, when the Assembly’s 2d Presbytery presented the following 
paper, viz: 

‘* Whereas this Presbytery have no desire to oppose the wishes of their brethren and 
to excite uneasiness by continuing to operate without geographical limits ; and where- 
as it is manifest that as Jong as no such limits are distinctly defined for us we shall be 
suspected and accused of overlapping the territory of other Presbyteries, and thus 
give occasion for jealousies and suspicion, therefore, 

** Resolved, ‘That this Presbytery pray Synod to continue them in existence agreea- 
bly to the following regulations, viz. 

‘¢ 1. All the ministers and churches now connected with us to remain in their pres- 
ent relation till they signify their desire to withdraw from it. 

‘**2, The boundaries of the Presbytery to be as follows, viz. East, a lineJrunning 
from the Delaware along Tenth street as far as Coates’ street, and thence to the town- 
ship line road where it intersects Broad street, and along said road to the southern boun- 
dary of Montgomery county, including all between said lines and the river Schuy)kill ; 
and also the whole of the counties of Berks and Schuylkill, and as much of Chester and 
Philadelphia counties as lies north of the Conestoga turnpike road from Morgantown 
to the Lancaster turnpike road, and along this latter road to the Schuylkill permanent 
bridge. 

A true extract, 


Georer Durrievp, Clerk of Presbytery. 
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A motion was made to grant the above petition, when it was resolved to introduce 
the following as a substitute, viz: 

Resolved, 1st. That the Assembly's 2d Presbytery be, and it hereby is dissolved, 
and that all the Churches, Ministers, Licentiates and Candilates belonging to it are 
hereby directed to make application as soon as possible, fora imission into the Presbyte- 
ries, within the bounds of which, each of said Churches, Ministers, Licentiates, and 
Candidates, may reside or be situated. 

Resolved, 2d. That the stated Clerk of the Assembly's 2d Presbytery is hereby di- 
rected to cause all the papers and records of and belonging to said Presbytery, to be 
placed without delay in the hands of the stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Philadel- 
phia ; who is hereby directed to cause an attested copy of said records to be made out 
and placed in the hands of the stated Clerk of the Synodical 2d Presbytery at the ex- 
pense of the last named Presbytery. 

Resolved, 3d. That every Church, Minister, Licentiate, and Candidate who shall 
not apply for admission to the Presbytery, within whose bounds each may reside or be 
situated, at or before the next semi annual meeting of said Presbyteries in the spring 
of 1836, every such Church, Minister, Licentiate, and Candidate is hereby declared ro 
be, de facto, cut off from the communion of the Presbyterian Church, unless prevented 
from so doing by some providential or other insurmountable obstacle. 

The above resolutions were adopted. . 

SYNOD OF CINCINNATI; case of Dr. Beecher. 

‘Tuesday afternoon, the appeal of J. L. Wilson, D. D., in the case of Lyman Bee- 
cher, D. D., was calledup. After recess, Dr. Wilson commenced his speech, and con- 
tinued until adjournment. He also occupied al] of Wednesday, until about 7 P. M., 
when Dr. Beecher began his reply. Dr. Beecher closed his defence the next day, at 3 
P. M. Dr. Wilson responded, and then the case was submitted W ithout argument from 
the Presbytery. The following minute was finally adopted by a large majority. 

Resolved, That the appeal of Dr. Wilson be sustained : . 

Ist. Because the Synod see nothing in the conduct of Dr. Wilson, in preferring and 
prosecuting the charges against Dr. Beecher, which ought to infer censure. 

2d. Because, although the charges of slander and hypocrisy are not proved: and al- 
though Synod see nothing in his views as explained by himself, to justify any suspicion 
of unsoundness in the faith, yet on the subject of the depraved nature of man, and of to- 
tal depravity, and the work of the Holy Spirit in effectual calling, and the subject of 
ability, they are of opinion that Dr. Beecher has indulged a disposition to philogo- 
phize, instead of exhibiting in simplicity and plainness the doctrines as taught in the 
Scriptures, and has employed terms and phrases, and modes of illustration, calculated 
to convey ideas inconsistent with the word of God and our Confession of Faith, and 
that he ought to be, and hereby is, admonished to b 


more guarded in future. 
When the decision was announced, Dr. Beech 


er said, that the discourse chiefly ob- 
jected to was written in Connecticut some ten years ago, before the present contro- 
versy had arisen in the church, and with reference to a local exigency, and that both 
the sermons were written before he was a member of the Presbyterian church, and 
that he penned it with reference to the aspect of the Arminian and Unitarian contro- 
versy, as it existed in New England at the time, and that generally, the language of 
the sermons was familiar to that part of the church, and not liable to be misunder- 
stood: and so far as he knew, the sermons were never misunderstood or complained 
of, but genefally approved. ‘That had the same subjects been discussed at the West, 
they would doubtless have been written with reference to their being understood and 
adapted to the exigencies of the church at the West, and at the present time. And 
that in his official instructions in preparing young men for the ministry, nothing lay 
nearer his heart, before the advice of the Synod, than to eradicate the offeusive technics 
of any school or party, and secure the preaching of the gospel in this day of strife, in 
language that does not offend and cannot be easily misunderstood ; and that the ener- 
gy of his purpose would now be doubled in the execution of work in which he hoped 
he might have the prayers and earn the confidence of his ministerial brethren, and the 
officers and members of the churches. 

The parties being called in, Dr. Beecher declared his ready acquiescence in the de- 
cision of the Synod, and his determination conformably to their admonition ; whereup- 
on it was resolved, 

Ist. That the Synod express their entire satisfaction with the aforementioned ac- 
quiescence and determination of Dr. Beecher, and are happy in believing that nothing 
insuperable remains to prevent his usefulness, or impair confidence in him as a minis- 
ter of the gospel, in the Presbyterian church. 

2d. That Dr. Beecher be, and he is hereby requested, to have published, at as early 
a day as possible, in pamphlet form, a concise statement of the argument and design 
of his sermon on native depravity, and of his views of total depravity, original sin, and 
regeneration, agreeably to his declaration and explanation made before Synod. 


¢ 

















222 Ecclesiastical Proceedings. 


Dr. Wilson gave notice of appeal to the General Assembly, but said, in certain con- 
tingencies, he should not prosecute it.—Cincinnati Journal. 


SYNOD OF KENTUCKY ; Huber’s case. 


‘* This case occupied a conside rable share of the atte ntion of Synod. It came up by 
complaint of a minority of the Louisville Presbytery and others, against the deeision of 
said Presbytery, in the case of brother Joseph Huber, pastor of the church at Shelby- 
ville. After considerable discussion, the subject was disposed of by the adoption ot 
the following : ‘The Synod having carefully considered the case of brother Huber, 
who has married his deceased wife’s sister, do give it as their solemn judgment, that 
such marriages are clearly contrary to our Confession of Faith, as well as the princi- 
ples laid down in God’s word—are altogether improper and unlawful, and demand the 
strongest discouragement and censure ‘from all who regard the purity of families, as 
well as the peace and purity of the church. The Sy nod cannot but regard these mar- 
riages as displeasing in the sight of God, and calculated to call down “his punishment 
on the parties engaged in them. 

The Synod do therefore Resolve, That brother Huber be solemnly rebuked for the 
sin which he committed in marrying his deceased wife’s sister; and that our churches 
be solemnly warned against the sin of such marriages.’ —Cincinnati Journal. 





[Quere? After brother Huber was solemnly rebuked for his sin, was he permitted, 
by the Rev. Synod, to continue to live on in the bed of incestuous uncleanness 7} 


Ep. Rev. Mon. 





ASSOCIATE REFORMED SYNOD OF NEW-YORK. This body 
- at Broadalbin, Sept. 4, 1835 ; and among their published proceedings 
we find the following : 

**The Synod entered upon the resolutions offered by Dr. McJimsey, respecting an 
improved version of the Psalms, 

After amendments, the preamble and resolutions were adopted and are as follows : 

The Synod, taking into consideration the ectual state and prospects of the church, 
in relation to the psalmody to be used in the social and public worship of God, in sing- 
ing his praises, deem it to be their duty to declare, and by this act do declare, to the 
churches uuder their care, their unshaken attachment and adherence to the principle of 
a seriptural psalmody, as recognized in the constitution and standards of the Associate 
Reformed church. (p. 406,7.) But to prevent mistaken or erroneous views on this 
important subject, the Synod deem it no Jess a duty which they owe to the church, and 
the purity of divine worship, in singing the praise of God, to declare, that adherence 
to a scriptual psalmody, is, by no means, inconsistent with efforts, on the part of the 
church, to procure an enlarged and improved metrical version of the Book of Psalms, 
so as to embrace a greater extent and variety of metre. While the metrical version 
now in use in our churches, is justly held in high estimation by the Synod ; and it is 
by no means their design or wish to lay it aside in singing the praises of God in his 
social or public worship ; yet it is belie ved that, in some respects, it is capable of im- 
provement; as no person, in consistence with truth, can maintain that the mere versi- 
fication of the Psalms into metre is of divine inspiration. But the improvement refer- 
red to, and which seems desirable in the present circumstances of the church, relates 
to greater variety of metre, and the change of a few obsolete words and phrases, in 
our present version, so as to render the sense of the inspired Psalms, more intelligible, 
and the poetical version, in some instances, more smooth and harmonious: and for the 
attainment of so desirable an object, the following resolutions sre submitted to the 
consideration of Synod ; 

Resolved, That a committee be appoined to procure a version of the inspired Book 
ot Psalms, so as to embrace a greater variety of metres, retaining onr present version, 
with such amendments as, in a few instanc es, will render the metre more harmonious, 
and the sense equally near the original. 

Resolved, That those sister churches which are now in the use of our present ver- 
sion, be requested to co-operate with this Synod, in preparing the contemplated ver- 
sion; and, if they deem it proper, to appoint a committee to co-operate with a commit- 
tee of this Synod on this subject, so that, by means of our united counsels and exer- 
tions, a scripture system of Psalmody may be prepared, which, with the blessing of 
the Head of the church, may promote the edification and comfort of the church at 
large. 

Drs. McCarroll, McJimsey, A. Proudfit, and Rey. J. F. McLaren, were appointed 
the committee, in accordance with these resolutions, with directions to report at next 
meeting, of Synod. 

Ordered, That the Clerk transmit copies of the aforesaid resolutions, to the Asso- 


ciate Reformed Synods of the West and South ; to the Associate Synod ; and to the 
Reformed Presbyterian Synod. 
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Art. X. Notices. 
TO THE PATRONS OF THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 

Ir is with no ordinary feelings that the subscriber is now called upon in the orderings 
of divine providence, to take leave of the Patrons of the Religious Monitor, after an 
acquaintance of nearly twelve years. The connection which he has hitherto sustained 
to this work has been dissolved, and its sole management entrusted to the hands of the 
Rev. James Martin. While it is painful to part with friends, whose confidence, and 
generous support has been so long enjoyed, it is also gratifying to know that the work 
is still to be continued under more encouragin® circumstances than ever. It 1s now 
placed in the hands of a gentleman possessing the fullest confidence of the chureh, asa 
faithful minister, already favourably known to the public as an author, and whose at- 
tachment to the Secession cause will not be questioned. 

The subscriber is contident that no man, if all the circumstances be duly weighed, 
ever enjoyed a more cordial and disinterested support, than has been awarded to hin 
for the last twelve years. And this circumstance has left an impression on his mind, 
which cannot be effaced ; and which will furnish matter for consoling reflection in the 
darkest times of trial and adversity.” And that which renders this circumstance doubly 
cheering is the fact, as is believed, that the support which has been awarded to the 
Religious Monitor, has been a manifestation of unquenchable attachment to the des- 
pised and persecuted, yet glorious cause of a Covenanted Reformation. 

In thus taking farewell of Christian brethren, it is hoped that all who may consider 
themselves as having received cause of offence by any thing said in the pages of the 
Monitor, will remember that *‘to erris human; to forgive divine.” It is probable 
that many things in the heat of controversy may have been said, which had been better 
omitted ; and the subscriber wishes to be understood as expressing his regret for any 
thing of that character. Only one thing of the character alluded to, is at present par- 
ticularly recollected, viz, a note appended to page 113, of the 11th volume, which re- 
lates to the Rev. Dr. Bruce, of Pittsburgh. ‘The reflection upon the Dr. contained in 
that note, is believed to be unjust and unmerited. And although Dr. Bruce has made 
no complaint to the subscriber, yet he regards himself as in duty bound, to make this 
correction, which is now done with a desire to make the amende honourable, which it 
is believed, will be received in the same spirit, by which it is dictated. 

But while the subscriber is anxious to part with his patrons in a spirit of brotherly 
kindness, yet if any have been offended on account of his efforts made through the pa- 
ges of the Monitor, to maintain the peculiar principles of the Secession church, he can 
only say that it is matter for sorrow, but not for explanation. And all such would do well 
to review their own principles, lest unhappily they should at last be found ‘false with 
God, and perfidious in his covenant ;” displaying to the world a banner for truth, and di- 
recting all their movements against the spread of that truth, or perhaps secret ly stabbing 
it in thedark. Alas, we live in a day wheu the hedges, which our fathers ereeted with 
the expense of much blood and treasure, around the reformation cause, have been ta- 
ken away, and ravening wolves have entered the sacred enclosure, who, instead of 
feeding, devour the lambs of Christ. 

If any of the readers of the Monitor have at any time been influenced by the perusal 
of its pages, or if they have found their attachment to sound principles increased or 
confirmed, it is only necessary to remind such, that they need all the support which 
may be within their reach, to keep themselves in the love of God. And especially let 
such remember that innumerable enemies are constantly conspiring to rob them of their 
profession ; and that professed friends, who have no real love to the cause, are of all 
enemies the most dangerous, because they are the best enabled to obtain you confi- 
dence, that they may mislead yourjudgment. Butin such circumstances, it should for 
ever be borne in mind, that men may, and often do change, but principles are eternal 
and immutable. : 

In this connection, it should be noticed that the Secession cause appears at present 
to be more exposed to its enemies by the trimming course of our Associate Reformed 
brethren, than from any other cause. Professing to adhere to Secession principles, 
while in practice she denies those principles; maintaining a constitution separate 
from the General Assembly, while holding occasional communion with that church ; 
and enjoining upon her own people the use of an inspired Psalmody, while her minis- 
ters are constantly in the habit of singing Psalms of human composure, whenever they 
have an opportunity of conducting the public worship in those congregations where a 
human Psalmody is habitually used; they ought not, and cannot rightly be regarded 
in any other light than that of a backsiiding church. And these facts cause the proposi- 
tion recently made by the Associate Reformed Synod for a new version of the Psalms 
to look exceedingly suspicious. ‘That proposal comes from the wrong quarter. Of 
course no allusion is here made to individuals. That church is here spoken of as a 
public body, professing to be a witness for Jesus Christ. And in that respect let Sece- 
ders beware of her pernicious influence, remembering that a little leaven, leaveneth 
the whole lump. 
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Finally, as you value peace of conscience in this life, support in death, and glory in 
heaven, hold fast your profession. Let no man take the crown from you. And may 
the God of peace that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that Great Shep- 
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make us all perfect 
in every good work to do his will, working in us that which is well pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

C. WEBSTER. 

Albany, Nov. 24, 1#35 

The subseriber having become the Proprietor of the Re.iegtous Monrror, solicits the 
continued patronage of its former friends. The utility of this work in the Associate 
Church has been sufficiently tested. As heretofore, it will continue to be devoted to 
the great interests of truth and holiness, as exhibited in the public profession of that 
Church. But while there will be no change as to the principles, on which it has hith- 
erto been conducted, some improvement will be aimed at in the intelligence depart- 
ment ; and also a more strict attention will be paid to the nature and character of the 
communications inserted in its pages. 

The former Correspondents of the Monitor, are respectfully requested to continue 
their favours ; and it is earnestly hoped, that other Correspondents will lend their aid, 
by appearing as contributors to its pages. Short, pithy articles, are in general found 
to be most for the reader's edification. Valuable extracts from printed works, together 
with interesting items of intelligence, will be thankfully received. 

The subscriber flatters himself, that through the assistance of his friends, and that 
attention which he intends to devote to the Monitor, he will render it worthy the pat- 
ronage of the religious public, especially the members of the Associate Church ; and 
he confidently expects that such an exertion will be made by those, who feel an interest 
in having it sustained, as will greatly increase the list of subscribers. It is believed 
that if any thing like the same exertions were made in behalf of the Monitor, that are 
made in other religious communities to sustain their respective Periodicals, its number 
of subscribers would soon be more than doubled. 

It is proposed, after the present volume is completed, (should a sufficient number of 
new subscribers be obtained to warrant it,) to give sixteen additional pages every 
month, that is, to make each No. contain forty-eight, instead of thirty-two pages ; 
the size of the page to remain as at present. This can be done without any increase of 
postage, by enlarging the sheet and having it worked off on a /Vapier press. Should 
this arrangement take place, the Monitor would be one of the cheapest periodicals pub- 
ished in the country. Besides, in such case, there would be an opportunity for giving 
the work a more miscellaneous character, especially in the intelligence department. 

For other particulars connected with the present change in the aflairs of the Moni- 
tor, the reader is referred to the Cover. 

JAMES MARTIN. 


Albany, Nov. 24, 1°35. 


P. S. A few communications are found remaining on hand, concerning which it is 
proper to state, that trom circumstances they are rendered inadmissible. ‘‘One of the 
people,” writes sensibly and with force, but as the Synod has disposed of his subject, 
he will see the propriety of suppressing the publication of his communication. The pa- 
per signed W. A. though exlubiting marks of a strong mind, and abounding in pithy 
and excellent remarks, 1s, nevertheless, from its miscellaneous character, unfit for in- 
sertion in its present shape. The long article in answer to Aspasio, it is thought, 
would not be for edification, though it contains much precious matter, against which 
few could except. Another article from the same pen, in relation to a subject connected 
with Covenanting, will be inserted as soon as it is deemed practicable. J. M. 


ARY.< Pep, on the 25th ult. Rev. James Irvine, Pastor of the 2d Associate Presbyterian 
Church, in the city of New-York. In the death of this brother the church has sustained a severe loss. He 
was an eloquent and faithful preacher of Christ's gospel. His success as a minister was unusually great. 
Th ough he exercised his sacred office but compuratively a short period, few have had more seals to their min- 
istry. Besides the abundvnt fruits of his labors while minister in Hebron, he built wp in the space of four 
years, and in the face of much opposition, that numerous and respectable congregation of which he died pas- 
tor His attachment tothe principles of the Secession Church was judicious, strong and unwavering. Like 
other good and faithful ministers be had his enemies, but having forgiven them, he is now and forever beyond 
the reach of their ineffeetual weapons. He has left few his equals behind him in the ministry of reconciliation. 
We have been intimately acquainted with him for nearly twenty years, and can truly say, that, in his death 
we have lost a friend and brother. We cannot but mourn his loss. The Church of God, whose servant he 
was mourns his loss. And above ail his amiable and deeply afflicted family mourns his toss. We sincere- 
ly sympathize with them, and pray the God of Jacob not to forget the widow and the fatherless in their af- 
flictions Jehoval’s language is “Be still and know that Lem God.” Let us all acquiesce in the wisdom and 
rectitude of his dispensations ; and study to be ourselves prepared for putting off the earthly house of this 
tabernacle. “WhatlI say unto you, I say unto all, Watch.” 
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NOTICE. 


Tue subscril er has purchased, together with the Monitor, all its 
outstanding subscription dues, which amount to about $2,400, and 


-he hopes he may not be allowed to suffer in his pecuniary interests 


by the non-payment of the same. He will esteem it as a special fa- 
vor to have remittances made as soon as possible, that he may be 
able to meet his engagements. It is hoped that those acting as agents 
will give attention to this matter.—All letters and communications 
must be addressed to the subscriber and be post paid, unless when 
enclosing money or the names of new subscribers, or when relating 
immediately to the interests of the Monitor.—F ormer agents are humbly 
requested to continue their agency. In the subscriber’s absence, 
persons visiting the city can transact business in relation to the Moni- 
tor, by calling on Mr. Anprew Wuire, at the printing officer, No. 71 


State-street. 
JAMES MARTIN. 


AGENTS. 


ALL MINISTERS AND PREACHERS OF THE ASSOCIATE CHURCH. 

In addition to the ministers and itinerating preachers of the As- 
sociate Church, who are authorized to receive subscriptions and 
money, and give receipts, the following persons are authorized to 
act as agents: 


Win. Stevenson, Jun., Cambridge, Washing- 
ton Co. N. Y. 

Joseph M’Clelland, New-York City. 

George M’Quecn, Esq. Schenectady. 

A. Bachop, Argyle, Washington Co. N. Y. 

G. A. Martin, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Alex. Gailey, Clark’s Ferry, Perry Co., Pa. 

Win. McMinn. Potter’s Mill# Centre Co., Pa. 

Jokn Smith, Baltimore, Md. 








Andrew Munro, Canonsburgh, Pa. 

E. Lauderdale, York, Livingston Co. N, Y. 

Thomas Cummings, Putnam. Washington Co. 
N. Y. 

James Galloway, Jr., Xenia, Ohio. 

James Wilson, Esq., Fawn Grove, York Co. Pa. 

Alexander W. Brewster, Erie, Pa. 

James Hutchinson, Esq., New London Cross 
Roads, Chester Co. Pa. 


Subscribers in Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, are requested to 
make payment to the Synod’s Missionaries, who will also receive 
and forward the names of new subscribers. 

Terms $2,00 per annum, payable in advance, or at the annual 


meeting of the Associate Synod. 
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